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Message from the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor

It gives me immense pleasure to present “Charka”, the Abstract Booklet of Mahatma
Gandhi University, Purba Medinipur. This compilation represents the creative and intellectual
spirit of our students and faculty, reflecting the University’s growing commitment to research,
innovation, and academic excellence.

The name “Charka”, inspired by the symbol of the spinning wheel, signifies the continuous
cycle of thought, reflection, and creation — the very essence of knowledge generation. Just
as the Charka symbolizes self-reliance and perseverance, this publication embodies the
collective effort and self-motivated pursuit of scholarly inquiry within our academic
community.

The abstracts featured here showcase a wide range of disciplines — from literature and
history to mathematics — illustrating the interdisciplinary nature of modern education. Each
contribution reflects originality of thought and the quest to engage critically with the world
around us.

| congratulate the contributors for their insightful work and the Internal Editorial Cell (IEC)
for their sincere efforts in compiling and presenting this 15t edition. | am confident that Charka
will not only serve as a valuable academic resource but also inspire future generations of
students to think, create, and contribute meaningfully to academic society.

Let this publication mark yet another step forward in Mahatma Gandhi University’s journey
toward fostering creativity, critical inquiry, and holistic education.

With warm regards,

. - Macrns podnsy oy

I d o ol 4

Prof. Sourangshu Mukhopadhyay
Vice-Chancellor
Mahatma Gandhi University, Purba Medinipur, West Bengal
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& 2. EDITORIAL PAGE

Editorial Note

Editorial of Charka: The Wheel of Imagination

It was humankind’s greatest invention. It took people places and rolled civilisations

forward. It built industries and empires.
It was the wheel.

In weavers’ huts, it spun yarns since yore. Spun fabrics with fables, textures telling tales,
and clothes creating cultures.

Then arrived the man. The lone man in a loincloth whom even empires dreaded. He
deployed the spinning wheel as a symbol of political emancipation through economic self-
reliance in a traditional and sustainable manner.

Soon, what had been a household emotion in West India and a recurrent metaphor for life
in Sufi poetry, became a pan-Indian symbol for patriotism and indigenous culture with roots
in yogic chakras, Buddhist mandalas, and Ashokan lion capitols. In 1921, the Charka adorned
the flag of the Provisional Government of Free India.

Today at a university named after the Mahatma, the wheel shall spin again.

The introductory edition of Charka, a journal of Mahatma Gandhi University, West Bengal,
shall undermine the complex textures of taboos and temptations, femicide and body politics,
gender roles in short stories, political philosophies in drama, and proto-stream-of-
consciousness in narratives. It shall weave the tales of Partition and migration, and unfurl the
culture of Mahishadal, a place with strong Gandhian connections. Beginning with the simple
geometry and technology of the Charka, we shall lead to complex mathematical equations

and instrumentational technicalities of laboratories.

The tragedy of Manik Bandyopadhyay and the comedy of Rajshekhar Basu shall add sundry
hues, and the tune of ghazals shall mingle with the Charka’s mellow rumbling.

As Baba Bulle Shah said — Laam le chal charkhe nu, take the Charka with you!

3|Page




@ 3. Editorial Team:

Smt. Poulami Bakshi

Sri Prantik Kumar Das
Dr. Papiya Samanta

Dr. Goutam Barman

Dr. Sankar Ram Barman
Sri Soumyadip Khanda
Sri Sayan Bhowmik

Dr. Munna Rajak

Sri Arnab Kumar Pal

Sri Sambuddha Krishna Deb
Sri Saradindu Maity

Dr. Sarbaijit Pal

Mahatma Gandhi University

Editor
Joint Editor
Joint Editor
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Member

Chief Advisor

Mahishadal, Purba Medinipur, West Bengal

4|Page




@ 4. PUBLICATION DETAILS PAGE

Publication Details

Title: Charka — Abstract Booklet

Published by:

Mahatma Gandhi University

Mabhishadal, Purba Medinipur, West Bengal — 721628

Phone: 03224-240065
Website: www.mguwb.org.in
Email: mguwb20@gmail.com

Compiled and Edited by:
Members of Internal Editorial Cell

Date of Publication: November 4t, 2025
Edition: First Edition

3B 5. COPYRIGHT PAGE

Copyright © 2025 Mahatma Gandhi University
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying,

recording, or otherwise—without prior written permission of the publisher.

The views and opinions expressed in the abstracts are those of the individual authors and do
not necessarily reflect the views of Mahatma Gandhi University.

5|Page



http://www.mguwb.org.in/
mailto:mguwb20@gmail.com

Index — Abstract Collection

English Literature

. Taboo, Temptation, and Termination: Reading Lord Tennyson’s “The Lady of Shalott” and
Christina Rossetti’s “Goblin Market”
Sudipa Maiti — First Semester, Department of English

Honour Killing and Femicide: Reading Robert Browning’s “My Last Duchess” and
“Porphyria’s Lover”
Ankita Bhowmik — First Semester, Department of English

Body Politics and Feminism: Reading Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s The Palace of lllusions
and Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi
Moumita Ghorai — First Semester, Department of English

Macbeth as a Proto-Stream of Consciousness ‘Literary Piece’: The English Renaissance Era
as a Predecessor of 20th Century Literary Experimentation
Aratrika Manna — First Semester, Department of English

Bengali Literature

NI FF — AN FINIoE, AT oty

TS 1R - 2 EIRPTR, AT Kot

FfArer 7 — AN EIPEE, A o

AT (FF — QORI GBI, e Koy

6|Page




History

9. Migration in the Shadow of Partition: The Influx and Social Integration of Biharis in West
Bengal (1947-1970s)
Prantik Kumar Das — Guest Faculty, Mahatma Gandhi University, Ph.D. Research Scholar,
Rabindra Bharati University;

10. 9] T (AF @R W: sweew Aot aar e
G 48 — Guest Faculty, Department of History, Mahatma Gandhi University

11, NREA 8 NN 08 Rl NI oareivem I
®OFT /7 — Guest Faculty, Department of History, Mahatma Gandhi University

12. wfEamer fig siicgfon afsy e @ S oAl

Sudipa Byabartta — 3™ Semester, Department of History, Mahatma Gandhi University

Mathematics

13. An Introduction to the Riemann Zeta Function and the Riemann Hypothesis
Sri Sambuddha Krishna Deb — Guest Faculty, Department of Mathematics, Mahatma Gandhi
University

7|Page




Taboo, Temptation, and Termination: Reading Lord Tennyson’s “The Lady of
Shallot” and Christina Rossetti’s “Goblin Market”

Sudipa Maiti
First semester, Department of English
Mahatma Gandhi University

maitisudipaZ10@gmail.com

Phone number - 7047898731

A taboo is a socio-cultural prohibition or avoidance of the sacred, the offensive, or the plain
repulsive. The term originated from ‘Tapu’ in Oceanic languages, which means "prohibited"
or "forbidden". According to Joseph Campbell, taboos are used in religion and mythology to
test a person's ability to withhold from violating a prohibition given to them and when a
person fails the test and violates a taboo, he or she will be punished or face the consequences

of their actions.

In Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market," the acts of looking at and eating the goblins' fruit are
the taboos that talk about forbidden female desire and sexuality. The sisters, Lizzie and Laura,
are forbidden to look at the goblin men or their fruit. Lizzie avoids the temptation, but Laura
surrenders to curiosity and desire to eat the “forbidden fruit”. She exchanges a lock of her
golden hair to taste the "fruit forbidden". Laura withers away, her hair turns grey, and she can
no longer perform her domestic duties. In Tennyson's "The Lady of Shalott," the central taboo
is the mysterious curse that forbids the Lady Shalott from looking directly out her window
toward Camelot. When she breaks this taboo by gazing directly at Sir Lancelot, she welcomes
her death. My paper seeks to show how “Looking Taboo” and “Eating taboo” cause the

temptation and downfall of Victorian Women.

Keywords: Taboo, Forbidden, Temptation, Alfred Tennyson, Christina Rossetti
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Honour killing and Femicide: Reading Robert Browning’s "My Last Duchess"
and "Porphyria's Lover"

Ankita Bhowmik
First Semester, Department of English
Mahatma Gandhi university

Email Address: ankitabhowmik74@gmail.com

Phone Number: 9475130402

‘Honour killing’ are homicides committed, typically by the family members, to
preserve the ‘honour’ of the victim or of the family, thus preventing disgrace. Often, these
equate to femicides. Societies typically expect women to conform to patriarchal norms,
particularly regarding women’s sexual choices. Honour killings are meant to punish violations
of social, sexual, religious, or general familial norms or hierarchies. As Human Rights Watch
has observed, the mere perception that a woman has brought ‘dishonour’ upon the family by

her acts suffices to trigger an attack.

In “My Last Duchess” The speaker, the Duke of Ferrara reveals his intense jealousy
over his wife's kind, flirtatious nature, which he saw as beneath his family reputation and
dignity. So, he "gave commands; / Then all smiles stopped together”. In the poem
“Porphyria’s Lover”, when Porphyria declares her love for her lover, he becomes obsessed
with preserving the moment forever and wraps her hair around her neck and strangles her to
"keep her pure and unstained". My paper seeks to find how “Honour killing” and “Femicide”

run into the intention of Male psyche to kill their beloved.

Keywords: Honour Killing, Femicide, Robert Browning, Death
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Body Politics and Feminism: Reading Ved Vyasa’s The Mahabharata, Chitra

Divakaruni’s The Palace of lllusion and Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi

Moumita Ghorai

First Semester, Department of English

Mahatma Gandhi University

Kalipadg941@gmail.com

8927046763

Body politics is an indispensable concept of feminism as it explores how societal norms,
structures, patriarchal politics regulate women’s position, particularly the female body. The
term was coined by John of Salisbury and shaped by Michel Foucault, developed by feminist
scholar, especially Judith Butler. This term questions how can a naked, exploited by become

rebellious. How can a male society have the intention to strip women naked.

Draupadi’s character in the Mahabharata was polished in the episode of Sakuni’s dice game,
disrobing of Draupadi, Pandavas’ exile for 13 years, Kuruksetra war, Karna Kunti episode. But
Draupadi was seen as a puppet in the hands of men. The Palace of lllusion is a retelling of
Draupadi’s story, and it gives emphasis to her own perspective, thoughts and ideas. She is the
epitome of feminism, who is highly self-centred and woman of rigid in unwavering will in
Mahabharata’s Draupadi. But Draupadi written by Mahasweta Devi shows an indomitable
woman. After being raped by the so-called gentlemen of society, she stood naked and raised
her head, instantly destroying the dignity of the male society. My paper attempts to portray

how body politic and the concept of feminism are used in the texts.

Keywords: Body Politics, Feminism, Draupadi, Mahasweta Devi, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
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Macbeth as a Proto-Stream of Consciousness ‘Literary Piece’: The English

Renaissance Era as a Predecessor of 20'" Century Literary Experimentation

Aratrika Manna
First Semester, Department of English
Mahatma Gandhi University

mannaaratrika56@gmail.com

9832537804

Is it requisite to designate a particular narrative technique as an exclusive experimentation of
a particular period? Don’t we find its use in the works of William Shakespeare? Here, | present
my interest in displaying how Shakespeare had already used the core concept of ‘Stream of
Consciousness’ in his era, particularly through his drama, Macbeth, while there was no
dictionary existence of this particular narrative technique. So, William Shakespeare can be
authorised as a muse of ‘stream of consciousness’ whose works help 20™" novelists like
Dorothy Richardson, Virginia Woolf, and James Joyce to bring this narrative technique into
existence in the world of novels. Can’t we consider Macbeth as a ‘proto- stream of
consciousness’ text? Doesn’t the psychological massacre of the major characters in Macbeth

get painted through the literary brush of William Shakespeare?

Keywords: Proto Stream of Consciousness technique, Shakespeare, Macbeth, Renaissance
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Migration in the Shadow of Partition: The Influx and Social
Integration of Biharis in West Bengal (1947-1970s)

Prantik Kumar Das
Guest Faculty, Mahatma Gandhi University
Ph.D. Research Scholar, Rabindra Bharati University
Email:prantik.kumar.dash@gmail.com
Phone:8961415182
Abstract:

The Partition of 1947 not only divided the Indian subcontinent geographically but its
demographic and social fabric. Among its many consequences was the large-scale migration
of Bihari communities into West Bengal, driven by communal tensions, economic distress,
and employment scarcity in Bihar and East Pakistan. Industrial centers such as Kolkata,
Asansol, Durgapur, and Howrah became the primary destinations for these migrant workers,
whose contribution to the coal, jute, and steel industries proved vital in post-Partition
Bengal’s economy. This paper investigates the socio economic and cultural integration of
Bihari migrants in West Bengal between 1947 and the 1970s. It explores how linguistic and
cultural differences initially created social distance and political tensions but gradually
transformed through intergenerational assimilation and urban adaptation. Employing a
postcolonial socio-historical approach, this study analyses archival sources, census data, and
secondary literature to trace how migration operated as both a survival strategy and a
transformative process within the larger framework of Indian nation-building. The paper
argues that Bihari migration was not merely an outcome of economic necessity but an
expression of complex human resilience and identity negotiation in a newly independent
nation. By situating this movement within the broader discourse of social plurality, the study
contributes to understanding the dynamics of post-Partition belonging and integration in
Bengal’s urban spaces.

Keywords: Bihari migration, Partition of 1947, West Bengal, social integration, language and
culture, labour economy, urbanization

References:
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Wﬂ@: The Times of India -East Medinipur biodiversity Heritage site news , Rajbari tourism
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eArchaeological Survey of India. Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of India,
Various Years. New Delhi: ASI. e District Gazetteer, Purba Medinipur. Government of West
Bengal, 1965.

¢ Oral evidence Mahishadal Shilpa Kriti Sangathan - Surajit Sinha, Vishwanath Goswami
¢"History and culture of Purba Medinipur"- Gautam Chakraborty
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Abstract:
Riemann Zeta function is very crucial function in analytic number theory and we use this
function to understand the distribution of prime numbers. We usually denote this by {(s), s is
a complex number and s = o + it , where o and t are real numbers.

The function is defined by an absolutely convergent infinite series which we call Dirichlet
series such as {(s) = Z,";l%. This series is valid only for complex numbers s such that

Re(s) > 1. If we take s = 1 the function becomes the harmonic series which diverges.
The Riemann Zeta function can be analytically continued to a meromorphic function over the

entire complex plane. This function has a huge connection to prime numbers which was first

1
1-p—S

discovered by Euler in 1737 which is expressed by the Euler product formula {(s) =[],

, this formula is valid for Re(s) > 1. Here it can be seen that the function {(s) acts as
generating function for the primes.
Here, the study of the zeros of {(s) is the core of the function's significance, particularly the

location of its non-trivial zeros, which forms the basis of the famous Riemann Hypothesis,
which postulates that all non-trivial zeros of {(s) lie on the “critical line" Re(s) = % The

location of these zeros is connected to the asymptotic behaviour of the prime counting function
(n(x)).

A proof of the Riemann Hypothesis would essentially give the best possible description of the
prime distribution. The Riemann hypothesis has remained unsolved since 1859. Despite more
than of 165 years of research and massive computer calculations verifying billions of zeros are
on the critical line, no proof has been found. Till now it is considered as one of the most
important and difficult unsolved problems in mathematics with a $1 million prizes offered for

its solution from the Clay Mathematics Institute.

Key words: Riemann Zeta function, Dirichlet series, Meromorphic function, Riemann
Hypothesis, Prime counting function

20|Page




References:

1. Euler Leonhard ,1744,Variae observationes circa series infinitas (Various observations
about infinite series)

2. Riemann Bernhard, 1859, ‘On the Number of Primes Less Than a Given Magnitude’

3. Dirichlet Peter Gustav Lejeune, 1837, "Beweis des Satzes, dass jede unbegrenzte
arithmetische Progression, deren erstes Glied und Differenz ganze Zahlen ohne
gemeinschaftlichen Factor sind, unendlich viele Primzahlen enthalt"

4. Internet.

A\, Acknowledgement

The Internal Editorial Cell (IEC) of Mahatma Gandhi University expresses sincere gratitude to all
contributors, faculty members, and students whose dedication and scholarly efforts made Charka — The
Abstract Booklet possible.

We extend heartfelt thanks to the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor for his vision and encouragement in
promoting academic creativity and research excellence.

Our deep appreciation goes to the Registrar, Dr. Sarbajit Pal, for his constant guidance and support
as Chief Advisor of the Editorial Cell.

We also acknowledge the cooperation of the University Office Staff, and all departments for their
timely assistance in compiling and refining this publication.

Finally, we thank the production team, ensuring that Charka reflects the intellectual and aesthetic spirit
of Mahatma Gandhi University.

21| Page



https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/do/search/?q=author%3A%22Leonhard%20Euler%22&start=0&context=3810603
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1071&context=euler-works

