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PREAMBLE 

 
The M.A. in History is a one-year postgraduate programme designed in accordance with the NEP 2020 

orientation of the Mahatma Gandhi University syllabus. The programme provides advanced study of 

historical ideas, political thought, post-colonial India, environmental history, economic history, 

eighteenth-century India, sports history, gender and women’s history, cultural heritage and the history of 

the freedom movement in Medinipur. 

The curriculum combines disciplinary knowledge with multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, skill-based, 

experiential and technology-enabled learning. It includes Indian Knowledge System (IKS), Gandhi’s 

Life and Thought, MOOCs/SWAYAM, Intellectual Property Rights, field visits, practice teaching, 

archival work, case studies, hands-on practical learning and dissertation/academic projects. 

The programme seeks to develop historical understanding together with critical thinking, source-based 

analysis, research competence, academic communication, digital learning, heritage consciousness, 

environmental awareness, constitutional values and social responsibility. It gives particular attention to 

Bengal, Medinipur and Indian historical experiences while encouraging engagement with wider national 

and global contexts. 

Through its different curricular options, including coursework, research thesis/project and skill-based 

components, the programme provides learners with opportunities for academic specialization, practical 

exposure and independent scholarship. The programme aims to prepare graduates for higher studies, 

research, teaching and other knowledge-, heritage- and society-oriented professional activities. 

 

PROGRAMME EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES (PEOs): 

 
PEO 1 – Advanced Historical Knowledge: Develop advanced understanding of major historical periods, 

ideas, processes and themes in Indian and world history, with focused knowledge of Bengal, Medinipur 

and selected specialized areas. 

PEO 2 – Critical Historical Thinking: Develop the ability to critically interpret historical events, ideas, 

institutions and social processes through evidence-based and comparative approaches. 

PEO 3 – Research and Source Skills: Develop competence in historical research, including the use of 

archival, oral, visual and other historical sources, academic writing, fieldwork and independent 

project/dissertation work. 

PEO 4 – Multidisciplinary and Interdisciplinary Learning: Connect historical knowledge with 

environmental studies, economics, politics, gender studies, cultural studies, media, sports, heritage and 

other relevant areas. 

PEO 5 – Indian Knowledge and Heritage: Develop informed appreciation of Indian Knowledge System, 

cultural traditions, regional heritage, Gandhi’s thought and the historical significance of Bengal and 

Medinipur. 

PEO 6 – Skill and Professional Development: Develop practical, pedagogical, digital and academic 

skills through field visits, practice teaching, case studies, hands-on activities, MOOCs/SWAYAM and 

archival work. 

PEO 7 – Ethical and Socially Responsible Scholarship: Promote academic integrity, responsible use of 

intellectual property, sensitivity to gender, environment, social justice and constitutional values, and 

commitment to lifelong learning. 
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PROGRAMME OUTCOMES (POs) 

 
PO 1 – Historical Knowledge: Demonstrate advanced knowledge and understanding of major historical 

periods, themes, ideas, institutions and processes. 

PO 2 – Historical Analysis: Analyse historical developments in terms of context, chronology, causation, 

continuity, change, comparison and significance. 

PO 3 – Critical Interpretation: Critically evaluate historical interpretations, competing perspectives and 

historiographical debates using appropriate evidence. 

PO 4 – Research Competence: Formulate research problems and undertake systematic historical enquiry 

using appropriate primary, secondary, archival, oral, visual and digital sources. 

PO 5 – Source Evaluation: Assess the reliability, relevance, limitations and context of historical sources 

and construct evidence-based arguments. 

PO 6 – Academic and Research Ethics: Demonstrate academic integrity, appropriate citation, and 

responsible use of intellectual property, plagiarism prevention and ethical research practices. 

PO 7 – Communication: Communicate historical knowledge and research findings effectively through 

academic writing, presentations, seminars, teaching and digital platforms.  

PO 8 – Digital and Online Learning: Use MOOCs/SWAYAM, digital resources and appropriate online 

tools for interdisciplinary learning, research and continuing education.  

PO 9 – Multidisciplinary Competence: Apply historical perspectives to environmental, economic, 

political, gender, cultural, heritage, media and sports-related questions. 

PO 10 – Heritage and Environmental Awareness: Recognise the importance of cultural heritage, 

environmental history, conservation and sustainable relationships between society and nature. 

PO 11 – Constitutional and Social Values: Demonstrate awareness of democracy, constitutionalism, 

equality, gender justice, social justice, diversity, human rights and inclusive citizenship.  

PO 12 – Professional and Lifelong Learning: Pursue higher education, research, teaching and other 

professional opportunities while demonstrating adaptability, self-learning and continuous intellectual 

development. 

 

PROGRAMME SPECIFIC OUTCOMES (PSOs): 

 
PSO 1 – Indian and Regional History: Demonstrate advanced understanding of Indian history with 

focused knowledge of Bengal, Medinipur, the freedom movement and selected regional historical 

developments. 

PSO 2 – Political and Intellectual History: Analyse major strands of modern Indian political and 

intellectual thought, including nationalism, social reform, Gandhi, Tagore, Ambedkar b b b and other 

thinkers represented in the curriculum. 

PSO 3 – Environmental History: Interpret historical relationships between society, ecology, natural 

resources and environmental change and recognise Indian environmental traditions and movements.  

PSO 4 – Economic and Eighteenth-Century History: Analyse economic, agrarian, political, social and 

cultural developments through specialized study of economic history and eighteenth-century India. 

PSO 5 – Gender and Social History: Apply gender-sensitive and social-historical perspectives to 

women’s history, reform movements, labour, law, nationalism and contemporary gender politics.  

PSO 6 – Cultural Heritage: Identify, interpret and appreciate tangible and intangible heritage of Bengal, 

including architecture, literature, folk traditions, religious traditions, memory and conservation. 
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PSO 7 – Sports, Media and Cultural Studies: Use historical and interdisciplinary approaches to 

understand sports, cinema, media, popular culture and their relationships with society, identity, politics 

and heritage. 

PSO 8 – Research, Archival and Field Skills: Undertake field visits, archival work, case studies, hands-

on practical activities and independent dissertation/academic projects using appropriate methods. 

PSO 9 – Teaching and Knowledge Dissemination: Apply historical knowledge and pedagogical skills in 

practice teaching, academic presentations and other forms of knowledge dissemination. 

PSO 10 – IPR and Digital Academic Practice: Demonstrate awareness of copyright, patents, trademarks, 

traditional knowledge, digital piracy, academic integrity, plagiarism prevention and responsible digital 

research. 

 

PROGRAMME GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES (PGAs): 

 
PGA 1 – Historical Consciousness: Ability to understand relationships between past and present and 

interpret contemporary society through historical perspectives.  

PGA 2 – Critical Thinker: Ability to question assumptions, compare interpretations, identify bias and 

construct reasoned, evidence-based arguments. 

PGA 3 – Independent Researcher: Ability to identify research problems, locate and evaluate sources, 

conduct enquiry and produce scholarly work. 

PGA 4 – Ethical Scholar: Commitment to academic integrity, responsible scholarship, intellectual 

property rights, proper citation and avoidance of plagiarism.  

PGA 5 – Culturally and Regionally Sensitive Citizen: Respect for India's plural traditions and the 

tangible and intangible heritage of Bengal and other communities.  

PGA 6 – Environmentally Responsible Individual: Awareness of ecological history, environmental 

conservation, sustainability and responsible human–nature relationships. 

PGA 7 – Gender and Social Justice Sensitive: Sensitivity to gender equality, marginalised communities, 

caste, social justice, human rights and inclusive development. 

PGA 8 – Effective Communicator and Teacher: Ability to communicate historical ideas clearly and 

apply pedagogical skills in classroom and public knowledge settings. 

PGA 9 – Digitally Competent Learner: Ability to use MOOCs/SWAYAM, digital resources, online 

research tools and emerging technologies responsibly. 

PGA 10 – Heritage Professional: Ability to recognise, document, interpret and contribute to preservation 

and dissemination of cultural and historical heritage. 

PGA 11 – Multidisciplinary Learner: Ability to connect historical study with economics, politics, 

environment, gender, culture, media, sports and other disciplines.  

PGA 12 – Lifelong and Responsible Citizen: Commitment to continuous learning, democratic and 

constitutional values, social harmony, professional responsibility and constructive participation in 

society. 
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1-Year PG Programme 
 

Structure 1 (Level 6.5): Course Work 
 

 

SEM 
Course 

Type 
Course Code & 

Level 
Name of the Course 

Credits 
(L-T-P) 

IA 
End 
Sem. 
Exam 

Full 
Marks 

I 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG1HIST1011 
(500-599) 

History of Ideas in 19th  and 20th 

century 
4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG1HIST1012 
(500-599) 

Ecology and Environment in Indian   

History 
4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG1HIST1013 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

A. Economic thought in India 

B. Eighteen Century India: Later 

Mughal and Sikh History 

C. Historical perspective of Sports 

and Games 

 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG1HIST1014 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

A. Agrarian History of Colonial 

India 

B. Eighteen Century India: 

Maharashtra and Awadh 

C. Sports, Colonialism and 

Nationalism in Modern India 

 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG1HIST1015 
(500-599) 

A. Constitutional Development and 

Political Institutions in Modern 

India 

B. Gender Studies’ and Women’s 
History in Modern India 

C. Cultural Heritage of Bengal 

D. MOOC/SWAYAM Course 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

VAC Course 
PG1 HIST1041 

(500-599) 
Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 2 (1-1-0) 05 20 25 

 
Compulsory 

Course 
Non-Credit Mahatma Gandhi: Life & Philosophy 

The Credits and Grades of this course 
shall be excluded from the calculation 
of SGPA and CGPA 

1stSemester of PG 22  275 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST2011 
(500-599) 

Post-Colonial Indian History 4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST2012 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

A. Economic History of India: Trade 

Commerce and Industry 

B. Eighteen Century India: Mysore 

and Hyderabad 

C. Sports, Society and Culture 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST2013 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

A. Economic History of Bengal 

B. Eighteen Century India: Bengal 

C. Themes in Modern Sports History 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST2014 
(500-599) 

A.History And Freedom Movement in 

Medinipur .                        

B.MOOC/SWAYAM Course 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Community 
Service 

PG2 HIST 2041 
(500-599) 

Community engagement/Internship 2 (0-0-2) --- 25 25 
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 Research 
Thesis/ 
Project 

PG2 HIST2032 
(500-599) 

Dissertation & Field Visit  4 (0-0-4) ---- 50 50 

2ndSemester of PG 22  275 

Total: 1stYear of PG 44  550 

 

 

 

 

Structure:2(Level 6.5):Course Work + Research 

 

SEM 
Course 

Type 
Course Code & 

Level 
Name of the Course 

Credits 
(L-T-P) 

IA 
End 
Sem. 
Exam 

Full 
Marks 

I 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST1011 
(500-599) 

History of Ideas in 19th and 20th 

century 4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST1012 
(500-599) 

Ecology and Environment in Indian   

History 4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST1013 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

D. Economic thought in India 

E. Eighteen Century India: Later 

Mughal and Sikh History 

F. Historical perspective of Sports 

and Culture 
 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST1014 
(500-599) 

Special Paper: 

D. Agrarian History of Colonial 

India 

E. Eighteen Century 

India:Maharastra and Awadh 

F. Sports Colonialism and 

Nationalism in Modern India 

 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

Major/Core 
Course 

PG2 HIST1015 
(500-599) 

E. Constitutional Development 

and political Institutions in 
Modern India 

F. Gender Studies’ and Women’s 

History in Modern India 

G. Cultural Heritage of Bengal 

H. MOOC/SWAYAM Course 

4 (3-1-0) 10 40 50 

VAC Course 
PG2 HIST1041 

(500-599) 
Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 2 (1-1-0) 05 20 25 

 
Compulsory 

Course 
Non-Credit 

Mahatma Gandhi: Life & 
Philosophy 

The Credits and Grades of this course 
shall be excluded from the calculation of 
SGPA and CGPA 

1stSemester of PG 22  275 

II 

Community      
Service 

PG 2 HIST 2041 
(500-599) 

Community engagement/Internship 2 (0-0-2) --- 25 25 

Research 
thesis and 
Project 

PG2 HIST 2031 
(500-599) 

Dissertation/Academic Project 20 (0-0-20) --- 250 250 

2ndSemester of PG 22  275 

Total: 1stYear of PG 44  550 

 

 

**1Compulsory Course: The Credits and Grades of this course shall be excluded from the calculation of SGPA and 

CGPA 
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##Students satisfying the following criteria will be eligible to undertake this course in fourth semester (Structure 2: 

Course work + Research): 

(i) Minimum CGPA of 7.5 in PG (Upto Semester III) 

(ii) Minimum attendance of 80% in PG (Upto Semester III) 

The final decision will be taken by the Department subject to availability and feasibility of the courses.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure 3 (Level 6.5): Research 

 

SEM 
Course 

Type 
Course Code & 

Level 
Name of the Course 

Credits 
(L-T-P) 

IA 
End 
Sem. 
Exam 

Full 
Marks 

I 

Research 
thesis and 

project 

PG1 HIST 1031 
(500-599) 

Dissertation/ academic project 22 (0-0-22) ---- 250 250 

VAC Course 
PG2 HIST1041 

(500-599) 
Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 2 (1-1-0) 05 20 25 

Compulsory 
Course 

Non-Credit 
Course 

Mahatma Gandhi: Life & 
Philosophy 

The Credits and Grades of this course shall 
be excluded from the calculation of SGPA 

and CGPA 

1st Semester of PG 22  275 

II 

Community 
Service 

PG1 HIST 2041 
(500-599)  

 

Community 
engagement/Internship 

20 (0-0-20) ---- 25 25 

Research 
thesis and 

project 

PG2 HIST 2031 
(500-599) 

Dissertation/ academic project 2 (0-0-2) --- 250 250 

2ndSemester of PG 22  275 

Total: 1stYear of PG 44  550 

 

 
**1Compulsory Course: The Credits and Grades of this course shall be excluded from the calculation of SGPA 

and CGPA 

 
##Students satisfying the following criteria shall be eligible to undertake this course (Structure 3: Research): 
 

(i) Minimum CGPA of 7.5 in PG (Upto Semester II) 

(ii) Minimum attendance of 80% in PG (Upto Semester II) 

The final decision will be taken by the Department subject to availability and feasibility of the courses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History (PG), MGU 8 
 

 Structure 1 (Level 6.5): Course Work 
 

                                                               

                                                            

1st Semester 

 

Semester: 1 

Code:1011 

History of Ideas in 19thand 20 th century 

    Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

History of Ideas in 19th  and 20th century: 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Examine the major intellectual, social and political ideas that shaped nineteenth-century India. 

2. Trace the development of new forms of intellectual discourse in the context of colonialism, 

modern education and social change. 

3. Analyse the ideas of major nineteenth-century Indian thinkers and reformers in relation to society, 

religion, politics and nationalism. 

4. Explore debates on modernity, tradition, reform, identity and the changing understanding of 

Indian society. 

5. Develop a critical historical perspective on the relationship between intellectual ideas and wider 

social and political transformations. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Identify and explain major nineteenth-century intellectual currents and their historical contexts. 

2. Analyse the ideas of important nineteenth-century Indian thinkers using appropriate historical 

evidence. 

3. Compare different responses to colonial modernity, social reform, religion and nationalism. 

4. Evaluate the relationship between intellectual developments and social and political change in 

nineteenth-century India. 

5. Construct coherent, evidence-based interpretations of selected nineteenth-century intellectual 

debates. 

Unit 1: a)Impact of Western Ideas and the Emergence of a Colonial Intelligentsia: Orientalists, 

Utlitarians and the Bengal Renaissance-Rammohan Roy, IswarchandraVidyasagar, Swami 

Vivekananda and the Ramkrishna Mission –a review of the ideas of Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay, 

Keshab Chandra Sen, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Nabin Chandra Sen, Akshay Chandra Dutta, 

M.G.Ranade and Dayananda Saraswati 

Unit 2 

Nationalism, modernity formation : Sir Syed Ahmed Khan and the Aligarh Movement , Pandita 

Ramabai and RokeyaSakhawat Hossain-B.G.Tilak, G.K.Gokhle, Bipin Chandra Pal-Revolutionary 

Ideology of VsudevBalwantPhadke-Hindutva ideology of VD Savarkar, MS Gowalkar, ideas of 

Mohammed Iqbal, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, Communist ideology of MN Roy, EMS Namboodiripad, 

Socialist ideology Rammanohar Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan 

Unit 3 

Caste and the nation :JyotibaPhule , Savitri Bai Phule:Sree Narayan Guru, E.V.Ramaswamy 

Naicker, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar and others. 

Unit 4 
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Theory of Nation, Nationalism and Human Unity:Aurobindo Ghosh, Rabindranath Tagore, 

Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vinoba Bhave and others. 

 

SUGGESTED READING 

Ahmed, A. F. S.: Social Ideas and Social Change in Bengal, 1818-1835 

Appadorai, A., Documents on Political Thought in Modern India (Volumes 1 & 2) 

Basu, A.: The Growth of Education and Political Development in India, 1898-1920 

Chakravarti, U.: Rewriting History: Life and Times of Pandita Ramabai 

Chatterjee, P.: Nationalist Thought & the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse 

Chousalkar, A.: Indian Idea of Political Resistance: Aurobindo, Tilak, Gandhi and 

Ambedkar 

Deshpande, G. P. (ed.): Selected Writings of JotiraoPhule. 

Gopal, S.: Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography 

Gore, M. S.: The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political and Social 

Thought 

Guha, R.: India after Gandhi: The History of the World’s Largest Democracy 

Guha, R. (ed.): Makers of Modern India 

Hameed, S. S.: Maulana Azad, Islam and the Indian National Movement 

Hardiman, David: Gandhi: In His Time and Ours 

Heehs, P.: Situating Sri Aurobindo: A Reader 

Jalal, A.: The Sole Spokesman: Jinnah, the Muslim League and the Demand for 

Pakistan 

Jones, K. W.: Socio-Religious Reform Movements in British India 

Jordans, J. T. F.: Dayananda Saraswati: Essays on His Life and Ideas. 

Joshi, V. C. (ed.): RammohunRoy and the Process of Modernization in India 

Kaviraj, S.: The Unhappy Consciousness: Bankimchandra Chattopadhyaya and the 

formation of Discourse in India 

Kosambi, M. (ed.): Pandita Ramabai through Her Own Words: Selected Works 

Majumder, B. B.: History of Indian Social and Political Ideas: From Rammohan to 

Dayananda 

Nanda, B. R.: Gokhale: The Indian Moderates and the British Raj 

Sarkar, S.: Writing Social History 

Savarkar, V. D.: Hindu Rashtra Darshan 

Tripathi, A.: Vidyasagar: The Traditional Modernizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecology and Environment in Indian History 

 

1. Introduce the concepts, scope, approaches, sources and methods of ecological and environmental 

history. 

2. Examine environmental consciousness in ancient India through urban planning, drainage, 

watershed management, waste management and resource use. 

3. Study environmental relationships and resource exploitation in medieval India, including Mughal 

approaches to economic and ecological development. 

   Semester: 1 

Code:1012 

Ecology and Environment in Indian History 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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4. Analyse European expansion, ecological imperialism and colonial exploitation of forests, wildlife 

and natural resources. 

5. Examine postcolonial environmental policies and major environmental movements, including 

Chipko, Narmada Bachao and Silent Valley, with attention to women and environment. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Explain key concepts and methodological approaches in ecological and environmental history. 

2. Analyse historical evidence concerning human–environment relationships in ancient and medieval 

India. 

3. Evaluate the ecological consequences of European expansion and colonial resource policies. 

4. Interpret major environmental movements as responses to development, displacement, resource 

exploitation and ecological change. 

5. Construct evidence-based historical arguments connecting environmental change, society, 

economy, gender and political action. 

 

Unit I: Scope of Ecology Basic concept of Ecology, Approaches to Ecology; Ecology in 

Hindu , Buddha and Jaina Religious tradition-What is environmental History? Sources and 

Methods, Historiography ; indigenous knowledge system 

Unit II: Environment consciousness in ancient India: Indus Valley civilization; planned 

urbanization, drainage system, watershed management, waste management Forest and 

wild life management in Maurya and Guptaperiod small scale industries based on natural 

resources in ancient India. 

Unit III: Environmental consciousness in Medieval India. Exploration of natural resources for 

economic development in early Medieval India, exploration of natural resources for 

sustainable economic and ecological development in Mughal period 

Unit IV: European Expansion, Ecological imperialism ---exchange of flora and fauna, animals 

etc Colonial 

 

Selected Readings 

 

economic policy and exploitation of natural resources - Forest Policies (colonial and postcolonial 

period) – Wildlife; Development discourse Chipko Movement, Narmada Bachao Movement, Silent 

Valley Movement and others women and environment 

Suggested Reading : 

Arnold, D. & Guha, R.: Nature Culture and Imperialism: Essays on the Environmental 

History of South Asia Baviskar, A.: Waterscapes, The Cultural Politics of a Natural 

Resources 

Cederlof, G. & Sivaramakrishnan, K. (eds.): Ecological Nationalism: Nature, Livelihoods 

andIdentitiesinSouth Asia 

Chakrabarti Ranjan, .:Situating Environmental History. 

Chakrabarti Ranjan, :Does Environmental History Matter?: Shikar, Subsistence, Sustenance, and the 

Sciences D‘souza, R. (ed.): Environment, Technology and Development. Critical and 

SubversiveEssays 

Brown, Brian Edward. ―Toward a Buddhist Ecological Cosmology,‖ in Worldviews and Ecology: 

Religion, Philosophy, and theEnvironment, edited by Mary Evelyn Tucker and John A. Grim, 124-37. 

Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1994. 

Chapple, Christopher Key, Jainism and Ecology: Non-Violence in the Web of Life, Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass Publishers Pvt.Ltd., 2006. 

Chapple, Christopher Key, Hinduism and Ecology: The Intersection of Earth, Sky and Water, 

Havard: Havard University Press, 
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2000 

Chakrabarti, Ranjan, Critical Themes in Environmental History of India, Sage & ICHR, 2020. 

 

 

 

Special Paper: 

Code:1013 

Economic thought in India 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

Economic thought in India 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Introduce the significance, sources and development of Indian economic thought from ancient to 

modern times. 

2. Examine economic ideas and practices in ancient India, including Kautilya's views on treasury, 

public finance, land and pricing. 

3. Study economic thought and fiscal practices in the medieval period, including Islamic canons, 

monetary policy, price control and famine policy. 

4. Analyse the economic ideas of Dadabhai Naoroji, M. G. Ranade and Gokhale concerning 

colonialism, poverty, industrialisation, agriculture, railways and education. 

5. Examine the economic ideas of Gandhi and Ambedkar concerning technology, industrialisation, 

production, banking and agricultural reform. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Identify major sources and themes in the history of Indian economic thought. 

2. Explain important economic ideas associated with Kautilya and medieval Indian fiscal and 

economic practices. 

3. Analyse the Drain Theory and the economic arguments of Naoroji, Ranade and Gokhale. 

4. Compare Gandhian and Ambedkarite approaches to industrialisation, technology, banking and 

agricultural reform. 

5. Critically evaluate changing economic ideas in relation to the historical conditions of ancient, 

medieval and modern India. 

 

Unit-1 

Importance of Indian Economic Thought,Development of Indian Economic Thought,Economic Thought 

in Ancient India ,Sources of Information,Sources of information 

Unit-2 

Economic thought of and pricing policy  ,Koutilya’s view on the treasury and public finance of the state, 

Land system; Economic idea of Valluvar; Buddhism and the economic enterprise, prices and taxation and 

pricing policy, the land system; Economic thought in the Muslim period, Islamic canons and fiscal policy, 

monetary policy, price control ,Famine policy. 

Unit-3 

Dadabhai Naoroji and the drain theory,what is the drain,criticisms;Ranade and the economic 

development, poverty and industrialization,agrarianpolicy,Railway investment, methodology of 

economics, Gokhale and the economics  of education. 

Unit-4 
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Swadeshi movement of Gandhi, Economic thoughts of mahatma Gandhi on Technology, Industrialization 

and the scale of production; Economic thought of Ambedkar on Banking system, Industrialization ,and 

Agricultural reforms; 

 

 

Or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighteenth Century India: 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Examine the political, social, economic and cultural history of eighteenth-century India with 

particular attention to the Later Mughals and Sikh history. 

2. Analyse the decline and disintegration of the Mughal Empire and the emergence of regional 

powers. 

3. Study debates between traditional and revisionist interpretations of eighteenth-century India, 

including questions of change and continuity. 

4. Examine Mughal agrarian structure, the jagirdari crisis, trade, industry, social life, religion, art, 

architecture and historical writing. 

5. Trace the rise of the Sikh community and political power from the Khalsa and Misl period to 

Ranjit Singh and the development of Sikh institutions. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain the major causes and processes associated with Mughal decline and the emergence of 

regional powers. 

2. Analyse eighteenth-century political, agrarian, commercial and social transformations using 

historical evidence. 

3. Compare traditional and revisionist historiographical interpretations of eighteenth-century India. 

4. Interpret the social, cultural and religious life of later Mughal and Sikh societies. 

5. Assess the emergence of Sikh political power and its administrative, economic and social 

structures. 

 

Later Mughal & Sikh History 

Unit–I 

Later Mughal Rulers and their achievements- Disintegration of the Mughal Empire –  

Causes of Its decline – Emergence of Regional Powers-Traditional and Revisionist  

Historiography of the Eighteenth Century India-Change or Continuity? Decline of the  

Mughal Aristocracy – Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court- Invasion of Nadir Shah-Crisis in the 

Mughal Jagirdari System-Agrarian Structure and Agrarian  

Revolt- Trade & Industry- Later Mughal Relations with the East India Company 

Unit – II 

Society with special reference to Social division,Social Customs, Festivals, Fairs and  

Special Paper: 

Code:1013 

Eighteen Century India: Later Mughal and Sikh 

History 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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Pilgrimages, position of women, Social Evils– Urban life- Rural Conditions– Religious  

matrix –Later Mughal Art, Architecture, Sculpture, Literature& Historical Writings ,  

Music and Paintings.  

Unit – III 

Rise of the Punjab as Regional Power- Historical Perspective – the North West evolution of the Sikh 

Community – Rise of the Sikh as a Community – Birth of the  

Khalsa – Sikh’s Confrontation with the Mughals –Foreign Invasion in the Punjab –  

Banda Bahadur’s achievements – Misl Politics – Sikh political, Economic and Military  

Organization in the Misl Period- Rise of Ranjit Singh and his politics.  

Unit – IV 

Economic Conditions– Cultural life of the Punjab - Sikh Administration - Social  

Structure – Religious matrix – Eighteenth century Sikh Institutions and Organizations 

 

Suggested Books 

1. M. Athar Ali – The Mughal Nobility under Aurangzeb  

2. Satish Chandra – Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court  

3. Anil Saxena – Later Mughals  

4. Irfan Habib – The Agrarian System of Mughal India  

4. W.H.Moreland - The Agrarian System of Mughal India  

5.TapanRoychoudhuri and IrfanHabib(ed) – Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-I  

6. R.P.Tripathi – Some Aspects of Muslim Administration  

7. I.H.Qureshi – The Administration of the Mughal Empire  

8. MujaffarAlam& Sanjay Subhramanyam – The Mughal State  

9. K.M.Asraf–Life & Conditions of the people of Hindustan  

10. Athar Ali – Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society & Culture  

11. Satish Chandra- Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village  

12. Sri Ram Sharma – Mughal Empire in India: A Systematic study  

13. Sri Ram Sharma – The Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors  

14. William Irvine- The Latter Mughals  

15. J. Sidney Owen -The Fall of the Mughal Empire  

16. E.S. Holden- The Mughal Emperors of Hindustan  

17.JadunathSarkar -The Mughal Administration  

18.NiccoloManucci-Storia do Mogor or Mogul India  

 

 

 

Or 

Special Paper: 

Code:1013 

  Historical Perspectives on Sports and Games 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Historical Perspectives on Sports and Games 

Course Objectives 
1. Introduce sports history as a field for understanding society, culture, politics and institutions. 

2. Examine the development of organized sporting practices and institutions within changing 

historical contexts. 
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3. Analyze the relationship between sport, community, identity, class, gender and regional cultures. 

4. Explore the role of sport in colonial and nationalist contexts, including questions of representation 

and institutional development. 

5. Develop skills for using sporting records, newspapers, institutional sources and cultural evidence 

in historical enquiry. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Explain the historical significance of sport as a social and cultural institution. 

2. Identify and interpret historical sources relevant to the study of sport. 

3. Analyse relationships between sport and social categories such as class, gender, community and 

region. 

4. Evaluate the role of sport in processes of identity formation and political or cultural mobilisation. 

5. Develop evidence-based historical interpretations of selected sporting practices or institutions. 

 

 

Unit 1: 

Concept and Definition of Sports in History 

Sports as Cultural Practice 

Sources for Writing Sports History (archival, oral, visual) 

Unit 2 

Sports in Ancient Civilizations 

Greek Olympics and Roman Games 

Sports in Ancient India (Vedic and Epic traditions) 

Unit 3: 

Sports in Medieval Societies 

Royal patronage of hunting, wrestling, polo and martial games 

Sports and court culture in Asian and European societies 

Unit 4: 

Emergence of Modern Sports in the 18th–19th Centuries 

Institutionalization and codification of games 

Development of clubs, associations and sports rules 

 

OR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Examine major themes and transformations in the economic history of modern and colonial India.  

2. Analyse colonial economic policies and their effects on agriculture, industry, trade, taxation and 

labour. 

3. Study the relationship between economic change, colonialism, poverty and regional development. 

4. Examine the economic dimensions of nationalism, industrialisation and state policy. 

5. Develop a critical understanding of different interpretations of India's economic transformation 

under colonial and postcolonial conditions. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Explain major features of India's colonial economic structure and policy. 

Special Paper: 

Code:1014 

Agrarian History of Colonial India 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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2. Analyse the effects of colonial policies on agriculture, industry, trade and labour. 

3. Interpret quantitative and qualitative evidence relevant to economic history. 

4. Compare competing explanations of colonial economic change, poverty and development. 

5. Construct evidence-based arguments about major economic transformations in modern India. 

 

AGRARIAN HISTORY OF COLONIAL INDIA 

Unit-1 

Different trends towards Agrarian Historiography of Colonial India—Change or Continuity: a 

debate. 

Rural Agrarian Structure—the new land systems and reshufflings in the agrarian power 

structure. 

Unit–2 

Agricultural production—major influences changing Agricultural production—ecology and 

environment, demography, Commercialization of agriculture—Co existence of stagnation and 

gestation --impact upon the peasantry—regional variations. 

Social framework of peasant production—control over land and credit, rise of an affluent 

peasants stratum and the process of peasant differentiations-rise and growth of agricultural 

labourer 

 . 

Unit–3 

Beyond peasant village: changing economic and social organizations with the tribal world. 

Irrigation systems and agricultural science and technology-constrains and developments. 

 

Unit–4 

Impact of global economy—price movements, Impact of great depression on the rural 

economy, Famines and peasant society. 

Peasant reactions against the colonialism—elements of peasant rebellions; peasant 

movements in colonial India. 

 

 

 More. Arson, (1976). Mechanism and Rulers of Gujrat: The Response to the Portuguese 

in the Sixteenth Century. Cambridge University Press. 

 A. K. Bagchi, (1972). Private Investment in India, 1900 – 1939. Cambridge 

University Press. 

 A. K. Bagchi, History of State Bank in India. In 3 vols. Oxford University Press. 

 C. A. Baker, (1984). An Indian Rural Economy, 1880 – 1955. Oxford University 

Press. 

 Prajnananda. Banerjee, (1975). Calcutta and its Hinterland: A Study of Economic 

History Of India, 1833 – 1900. Calcutta. 

 Sumanta. Banerjee, The Parlour and The Streets: Elite and Popular Culture in the 

Nineteenth Century. 

 D.Bandopadhyay,(2007).Land,LabourandGovernment.Calcutta. 

 Himadri. Banerjee, (1982). Agrarian Society of the Punjub, 1849 – 1901. New Delhi. 

 Tarasankar. Banerjee, (ed.). (1986). Indian Historical Research. Calcutta. 

 Indu.Banga,(ed.).(2005).TheCityinModernIndia.NewDelhi. 

 C. A. Bayly, (1983). Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the 

age of British Expansion, 1770-1870. Cambridge University Press. 
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 B. M. Bhatiya, (1967). Famines in India, 1860 – 1965, A Study in Some Aspects of the 

Economic History of India. 

 Sabyasachi. Bhattacharya, (2005). Financial Foundation of the British Raj. 

 Amit. Bhattacharyya, (1988). Swadeshi Enterprise in Bengal, 1900- 1920. Vol. 1. 

 Amit. Bhattacharyya, (2007).Swadeshi Enterprise in Bengal, 1920- 1947. Vol. 2. 

 Kling Blair- PARTNER IN EMPIRE; Dwarkanath Tagore & the Age of Enterprise 

in Eastern India. Calcutta. 

 George.Blyn,(1966).AgriculturalTrendsinIndia,1891-1947. 

 Philadelphia. 

 Sugata. Bose, (1986). AGRARIAN BENGAL; Economy, social structure and politics, 

1919-1947. Cambridge University Press. 

 Sugata. Bose, (1993). Peasant Labour and Colonial Capital; Rural Bengal Since 1770. The 

New Cambridge History of India, vol. 3.2, Cambridge University Press. 

 James K. Boyce, (1987). Agrarian Impasse in Bengal. Oxford University Press. 

 Jan. Breman, (1979). Patronage and Exploitation Changing Agrarian Relations in 

South Gujarat. New Delhi. 

 I. J. Catanach, (1970). Rural Credit in Western India, 1875 - 1930. Berkely. 

 Rajnarayan. Chandavarkar, (1994). The Origins of Industrial Capitalism in India; 

Business strategies & the working classes in Bombay, 1900- 1940. Cambridge 

University Press. 

 Sushil. Chaudhury, (1995). From Prosperity to Decline; eighteenth century Bengal. 

Manohar. 

 Bipan. Chandra, (1960). The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India. New 

Delhi. 

 Neil. Charlsworth, Peasant and Imperial Rule; Agriculture and Agrarian Society in the 

Bombay Presidency, 1850 – 1935. 

 Partha. Chattopadhyay,(1984).Bengal:LandQuestion,1920–1947. 

 Calcutta. 

 Choudhuri, BinayBhusan. (2008). Peasant History of Late Pre-Colonial and Colonial 

India, in Chattopadhya D. P. (ed.) History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian 

Civilisation, vol. 3, Part. 2. (2008). 

 Choudhuri, K. N. (1978). The Trading World of Asia and the English East India Company, 

1600 – 1760. Cambridge University Press. 

 Dasgupta, Ashin. (2004). India and the Indian Ocean World: Trade and Politics. Oxford 

University Press. 

 Dasgupta, Ranajit. (1992). Economy, Society and Politics in Bengal, Jalpaiguri, 1860 

– 1947. Oxford University Press. 

 Desai, Megnad. et. al. (ed.). (1984). Agrarian Power and Agricultural Productivity in 

South India. Oxford University Press. 

 Dutt, R. C. (1901). The Economic History of India under Early British Rule, 1757 – 

1837. Government of India Publication. 

 Dutt, R. C. (1901). The Economic History of India in the Victorian Age, 1837 – 1900. 

Government of India Publication. 
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Course Objectives 
1. Deepen the study of eighteenth-century India through political, economic, social and cultural 

transformations. 

2. Examine regional state formation, changing political authority and the restructuring of older 

Mughal institutions. 

3. Analyse agrarian relations, trade, commerce and the interaction between Indian states and 

European trading companies. 

4. Study social and cultural life, including communities, religious institutions, art, literature and 

regional traditions. 

5. Develop comparative historical perspectives on continuity, change and regional diversity in 

eighteenth-century India. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Analyse regional political developments and changing structures of authority in eighteenth-

century India. 

2. Evaluate transformations in agrarian, commercial and economic relations. 

3. Interpret social, religious and cultural evidence from different eighteenth-century regions. 

4. Compare regional experiences of political and economic change. 

5. Assess the historical significance of eighteenth-century transitions for the emergence of new 

political formations. 

Maharashtra and Awadh 

Unit– I 

 Political Condition of Maharashtra at Rajaram’s death – Tarabai and Aurangzeb in War and in diplomacy 

– Impact of Aurangzeb’s War on the Deccan – The Maratha Civil war and the Imperial court politics 

(1700 – 1714) – Maratha Expansion under the Peswas – Philosophy of Hindu-Padapadsahi - Abdali’s 

invasion and the defeat of the Marathas – Third Battle  

of Panipat- the Marathas under Peswa Madhab Rao – First Anglo-Maratha War - Treaty of Salbai – 

Marathas before the Second Anglo-Maratha War 

Unit – II 

Economy of 18th century Maharashtra with special reference to Forts, System of Slavery,  

Land and Land Revenue System, Industrial Organization including various sides of Rural  

Industries, Balutedari System, and Socio-Economic and Cultural life of the people in Eighteenth Century 

Maharashtra 

Unit – III 

Growth of Awadh as a New Subedari – Rule of the Nawabs – Sadat Khan Burhan–ul-Mulk- 

Safdar Jang , His dealings with the native powers-Shuja -ud-Daula’s rise to power and Role in Mughal 

Politics- Awadh’s Relation with the British between 1757-1800- Nature of  

Nawabi Politics  

Unit – IV 

Social Life of Awadh – Economic Conditions with special reference to Land Revenue  

System,Zamindary Settlement, Jagirdari system, Agriculture, Industrial Growth –  

Administrative developments –Cultural Developments 

 

Suggested Books 

Special Paper: 

Code:1014 

Eighteen Century India: Maharashtra and Awadh 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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1. Brij Kishore – Tarabai and Her times  

2. Jadunath Sarkar – History of Aurangzeb  

3. Rajaram V. Nadkarni – Rise and Fall of the Maratha Power  

4. Jadunath Sarkar- History of the Marathas  

5. Grand Duff – History of the Marathas  

6. G.S. Sardesai – New History of the Marathas  

7. K.A. Acharya – Maratha- Rajput Relations from 1720-1795  

8. S.N.Sen – Administrative System of the Marathas  

9. Stuart Gordon – The New Cambridge History of India, the Marathas 1630-1818  

10. Stuart Gordon – Marathas, Marauders and State Formations in 18th Century India  

11. Hiroshi Fukazawa – The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social System and States 16th to 18thCentury  

12. Sardesai – Social Life in Maharastra under the Peswas 

13. TapanRoychoudhuri and Irfan Habib(ed) – Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-I  

14. C. Bayly - Indian Society and the making of the British Empire, The New Cambridge History of India  

15. G.S Sardesai – New History of the Marathas, Vol-3  

16. G.S Sardesai – Main Currents in Maratha History  

17. MuzaffarAlam - Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and the Punjab 1707-1748 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

      Course Objective 

1. Examine major developments in sports history and their relationship with modern institutions and 

society. 

2. Analyse sport in relation to nationalism, colonialism, mass culture, media and public identity. 

 

3. Study changing participation and representation in sport with particular attention to gender, class, 

community and region. 

4. Explore institutionalisation, professionalisation and commercialisation of sport in modern 

contexts. 

5. Develop advanced historical approaches to sporting archives, newspapers, oral histories, images 

and other cultural sources. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain major historical processes shaping modern sports institutions and practices. 

2. Analyse the relationship between sport, nationalism, media, commerce and mass culture. 

3. Evaluate issues of gender, class, community and representation in sporting history. 

4. Use diverse primary and secondary sources to investigate a sports-history problem. 

5. Produce a critical, evidence-based historical account of a selected sporting development or 

institution. 

 

 

Sports, Colonialism and Nationalism 

 

Unit 1: 

Sports and the Expansion of Empire 

Special Paper: 

Sports,Society and Culture 

Code:1014 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 



History (PG), MGU 19 
 

Colonial diffusion of sports 

Sports as a tool of cultural dominance 

 

Unit 2: 

Introduction of Western Sports in Colonial India 

Cricket, Football, Hockey and Colonial Society 

Clubs, race and class divisions 

Unit 3: 

Sports and National Identity 

Anti-colonial nationalism and sports movements 

Indigenous games and revival movement 

Unit 4: 

Sports, Community and Identity 

Sports and communal identities 

 

Regional sports cultures in India 

 

Constitutional Development and Political Institutions in Modern India 

Code:1015 

 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

Constitutional Development and Political Institutions in Modern India 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Trace constitutional development in India from Company rule to the post-independence 

democratic state. 

2. Examine major constitutional reforms, representative institutions and political developments 

under colonial rule. 

3. Analyse the making of the Constitution and the evolution of parliamentary democracy, 

federalism and political institutions after independence. 

4. Study constitutional amendments, electoral politics, Centre–State relations, Panchayati Raj 

and institutions such as Parliament, Supreme Court and Election Commission. 

5. Develop a critical understanding of contemporary challenges to Indian constitutionalism, 

democracy and social justice. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain the major stages of constitutional development from Company rule to the Republic. 

2. Analyse the relationship between constitutional reforms and the growth of Indian nationalism 

and representative politics. 

3. Evaluate the institutional structure and functioning of the Indian Constitution after 

independence. 

4. Assess developments in federalism, electoral politics, local self-government and constitutional 

institutions. 

5. Critically discuss contemporary constitutional and democratic challenges using historical 

evidence. 

 

UNIT I: Constitutional Foundations under Company Rule 
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• East India Company and British Parliamentary control.  

• Regulating Act, 1773.  

• Pitt’s India Act, 1784.  

• Charter Acts of 1793, 1813, 1833 and 1853.  

• Centralisation and administrative development.  

Core Theme:Company Rule and the beginning of constitutional development. 

UNIT II: Crown Rule and Representative Institutions 

• Government of India Act, 1858 and Queen’s Proclamation.  

• Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892.  

• Local Self-Government: Lord Mayo and Lord Ripon.  

• Indian Councils Act, 1909.  

• Separate electorates and representative politics.  

Core Theme:Colonial administration and the growth of representation. 

UNIT III: Constitutional Reforms and Nationalism 

• Montagu Declaration, 1917.  

• Government of India Act, 1919 and Dyarchy.  

• Simon Commission and Indian response.  

• Nehru Report and Jinnah’s Fourteen Points.  

• Round Table Conferences and Communal Award.  

• Poona Pact, 1932.  

• Government of India Act, 1935 and Provincial Autonomy.  

Core Theme:Constitutional reform, nationalism and the demand for self-government. 

UNIT IV: Independence and Constitution-Making 

• August Offer, 1940.  

• Cripps Mission, 1942.  

• Wavell Plan and Cabinet Mission Plan.  

• Constituent Assembly: formation and major debates.  

• Indian Independence Act, 1947 and Partition.  

• Making of the Constitution.  

• Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Federalism.  

• Preamble and salient features of the Constitution.  

Core Theme:From colonial constitutionalism to the Republic. 

UNIT V: Constitutional Democracy in Post-Independent India 

• Constitution and parliamentary democracy after 1950.  

• Reorganisation of States and Indian federalism.  

• Electoral politics and development of political institutions.  

• Centre–State relations and constitutional amendments.  

• Emergency, 1975–77 and constitutional democracy.  

• Panchayati Raj and the 73rd–74th Amendments.  

• Social justice, reservation and affirmative action.  

• Constitutional institutions: Parliament, Supreme Court and Election Commission.  

• Contemporary challenges to Indian constitutionalism and democracy.  

Core Theme:Constitution, democracy and political transformation in post-independent India. 

• Constitutional History of India (1600–1935) – A. B. Keith 

• Landmarks in Indian Constitutional and National Development – Gurmukh Nihal Singh 

• The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation – Granville Austin 

• Working a Democratic Republic: A History of the Indian Experience – Granville Austin 

• India After Gandhi: The History of the World's Largest Democracy – Ramachandra Guha 

• Constitutional Development in India – C. H. Alexandrowicz 

• The Framing of India’s Constitution (Select Documents & Study) – B. Shiva Rao 
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                                  Code:1015 

 Gender Studies and Women’s History in Modern India 

 Full Marks:50 

         Credit:4 

 

 

Gender Studies and Women’s History in Modern India 

Course Objectives 

1. Introduce concepts of sex, gender, patriarchy and major feminist theories and approaches to 

women's history. 

2. Examine nineteenth-century social reform concerning sati, widow remarriage, women's education 

and caste-based gender inequalities. 

3. Analyse women's participation in Swadeshi, Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Quit India and 

other nationalist activities. 

4. Study women, law, labour, the state and the gendered impact of Partition and post-independence 

legal reforms. 

 

5. Examine contemporary feminist movements, Dalit feminism, gender and sexuality, LGBTQ+ 

movements, political representation and media. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Distinguish key concepts in gender studies and explain major feminist approaches to history. 

2. Analyse women's experiences and agency in social reform and nationalist movements. 

3. Evaluate the relationship between gender, caste, labour, law, nationalism and the state. 

4. Interpret selected sources such as autobiographies, memoirs, legal records and print culture for 

women's history. 

5. Critically assess contemporary gender politics and feminist movements in historical perspective. 

 

Unit I: Gender – Concepts, Theory and Method 

• Sex and Gender: Conceptual distinctions 

• Patriarchy: Structure and ideology 

• Feminist theories: Liberal, Marxist, Radical, Socialist, Dalit, Postcolonial 

• Feminist historiography in India 

• Sources for Women’s History: autobiographies, memoirs, legal records, print culture 

• Colonial construction of the “Woman Question” 

Unit II: Women and Social Reform in 19th Century India 

• Abolition of Sati (1829) 

• Widow Remarriage debates 

• Women’s education and missionary initiatives 

• Reform initiatives of Raja Rammohan Roy 

• Contribution of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

• Role of Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule 

• Reform and caste-based gender inequalities 

Unit III: Women and Nationalism (1905–1947) 

• Women in the Swadeshi Movement 

• Participation in Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, and Quit India Movements 
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• Role of Sarojini Naidu 

• Revolutionary women and militant nationalism 

• Women’s organizations: All India Women’s Conference 

• Gendered imagery in nationalist discourse (Mother India/Bharat Mata) 

• Emergency of Women's Organizations in Colonial India  

• Contribution of women in Ecological Movements 

Unit IV: Women, Law, Labour and the State 

• Age of Consent Act (1891) 

• Child Marriage Restraint Act (1929) 

• Hindu Code Bill debates and role of B. R. Ambedkar 

• Women in industrial, plantation, and agrarian labour 

• Gendered impact of Partition 

• Constitutional provisions and post-independence legal reforms 

• Preventive Acts: Minimum Wage Act-1948, Dowry Prohibition Act-1961, Equal Remuneration 

Act-1976, Family Courts Act-1986, Immoral Traffic Prevention Act-1986, PNDT Act-1994,  

Unit V: Contemporary Feminist Movements and Gender Politics 

• Emergence of autonomous women’s movements (1970s onwards) 

• Anti-dowry, anti-rape and Shah Bano debates 

• Dalit feminism  

• Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act-2005, POW, CEDAW  

• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), The Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act- 2006  

• Gender, sexuality and LGBTQ+ movements in India 

• Women in Panchayati Raj institutions and parliamentary politics 

• Representation of women in media and popular culture 

 

Important books 

1. Women in Modern India — Geraldine Forbes 

2. Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History — Kumkum Sangari & Sudesh Vaid (eds.) 

3. Women and Social Reform in Modern India: A Reader — Sumit Sarkar & Tanika Sarkar (eds.) 

4. The History of Doing: An Illustrated Account of Movements for Women’s Rights and Feminism in India 

1800–1990 — Radha Kumar 

5. Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens — Uma Chakravarti 

6. Women Writing in India (Vol. I & II) — Susie Tharu & K. Lalita (eds.) 

i 

8. Women Against Social Evil — Malavika Karlekar 

9. Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India — Nicholas B. Dirks 

10. Annihilation of Caste — B. R. Ambedkar 

 

 

 

or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Heritage of Bengal: 

Cultural Heritage of Bengal 

Code:1015 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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Course Objectives 

1. Introduce the concept, sources and historical development of Bengal's tangible and intangible 

cultural heritage. 

2. Examine ancient heritage sites such as Chandraketugarh, Mahasthangarh and Paharpur and their 

Buddhist, Jain and Brahmanical traditions. 

3. Study medieval heritage including Gaur, Pandua, Adina, Bishnupur, terracotta architecture, 

Vaishnavism, Sufi and syncretic traditions. 

4. Explore colonial and modern heritage, including Kolkata, the Bengal Renaissance, literature, 

Santiniketan and folk traditions. 

5. Analyse heritage, nationalism, Partition, memory, conservation, UNESCO and heritage tourism, 

including Midnapore and Tamluk as freedom-movement heritage sites. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Identify major sites, traditions and forms of tangible and intangible cultural heritage in Bengal.  

2. Interpret archaeological, architectural, literary and folk sources as evidence of Bengal's cultural 

history. 

3. Analyse the historical interaction of religious, regional, colonial and modern cultural traditions. 

4. Evaluate the relationship between heritage, nationalism, Partition, memory and cultural identity. 

5. Develop heritage-sensitive approaches to documentation, conservation, interpretation and 

responsible heritage tourism. 

 

Unit I: Ancient Heritage 

1.1 Concept and sources of cultural heritage 

1.2 Chandraketugarh, Mahasthangarh and Paharpur 

1.3 Buddhist, Jain and Brahmanical traditions 

Unit II: Medieval Heritage 

2.1 Gaur, Pandua and Adina Mosque 

2.2 Bishnupur and terracotta temple architecture 

2.3 Vaishnavism, Sufi and syncretic traditions 

Unit III: Colonial and Modern Heritage 

3.1 Colonial Kolkata: Victoria Memorial, Writers’ Building and St. John’s Church 

3.2 Bengal Renaissance, Bengali literature and Santiniketan 

3.3 Baul, Jatra, Patachitra and folk traditions 

Unit IV: Heritage, Nationalism and Conservation 

4.1 Cultural heritage and nationalism: Swadeshi and freedom movement 

4.2 Partition, memory and cultural identity 

4.3 Heritage conservation, UNESCO and heritage tourism 

4.4 Midnapore and Tamluk as sites of freedom-movement heritage 

Bibliography 

Niharranjan Ray, BangalirItihas: Adi Parba. 

R. C. Majumdar (ed.), History of Bengal. 

Dineshchandra Sen, The Folk Literature of Bengal. 

Sukumar Sen, History of Bengali Literature. 

Richard M. Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier. 

David J. McCutchion, Late Mediaeval Temples of Bengal. 

TapatiGuha-Thakurta, Monuments, Objects, Histories. 

UNESCO, publications on World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
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or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOOC/SWAYAM Course: 

 

 

Unit I:  

Introduction to Cinema Studies 

Definition and evolution of cinema 

History of world cinema 

Indian cinema: major phases and movements 

Cinema as art, literature, and communication 

Introduction to film appreciation 

Suggested Films 

Pather Panchali 

Bicycle Thieves 

Rashomon 

 

Unit II: 

 Film Language and Techniques 

Narrative structure in cinema 

Mise-en-scène 

Cinematography 

Editing and montage 

Sound, music, and lighting 

Acting and characterization 

Key Thinkers 

Sergei Eisenstein 

André Bazin 

Satyajit Ray 

 

Unit III:  

Cinema, Society and Culture 

MOOC/SWAYAM Course 

Code:1015 

 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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Cinema and ideology 

Gender representation in films 

Caste, class, and identity in Indian cinema 

Political cinema and resistance 

Adaptation: literature to film 

Popular culture and media influence 

Suggested Films 

Meghe Dhaka Tara 

Mother India 

The Great Dictator 

 

Unit IV:  

SWAYAM and Digital Learning in Humanities 

Introduction to SWAYAM and MOOCs 

Digital pedagogy and online education 

Using SWAYAM for interdisciplinary learning 

Film studies courses available on SWAYAM 

E-learning, blended learning, and virtual classrooms 

Academic ethics and digital research methods 

Practical Component 

Students shall complete at least one SWAYAM module/course related to cinema, media, literature, or 

cultural studies and submit a reflective report. 

 

 

 

 

Indian Knowledge System 

Code:1041 

Full Marks:25 

Credit:2 

 

 

Indian Knowledge System: 

Course Objectives 

1. Introduce major concepts of Indian knowledge traditions and their relationship with history, 

culture and society. 

2. Examine Indian concepts of Bharatavarsha, time and space, Itihasa, literature, language, script, 

Dharma and Darshana. 

3. Study Indian traditions of art, culture, polity, governance, science, environment, health and 

mathematics. 

4. Explore Indian economic traditions through Kautilya'sArthashastra, land tenure, agriculture, trade 

and related knowledge systems. 

5. Develop an informed and critical appreciation of the diversity, continuity and historical context of 

Indian knowledge traditions. 

 

 

 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain major concepts and sources associated with Indian knowledge traditions. 
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2. Interpret selected literary, linguistic, artistic, scientific, environmental and philosophical traditions 

in historical context. 

3. Describe important contributions in ancient Indian mathematics, astronomy, medicine, 

environmental thought and governance. 

4. Analyse the relationship between knowledge systems, society, economy, culture and historical 

change. 

5. Evaluate Indian knowledge traditions critically and contextually rather than treating them as 

isolated or ahistorical claims. 

 

Understanding Indian History and Culture 

Students will acquire knowledge regarding the primitive life and cultural conditions of the people of 

ancient India. They will gain an understanding of the society, culture, religion, and political history of 

ancient India. Students will also develop knowledge of the changing socio-cultural scenarios of India 

through different historical phases. 

Unit I: Concept of India 

1. Concept of Bharatavarsha and its evolution. 

2. Indian concepts of time and space: history and Itihasa; history and myth. 

3. Ancient Indian literature: the Vedas, Vedangas, Upanishads, Epics, Jain and Buddhist literature, 

Smritis, and Puranas. 

4. South Indian literature: Sangam literature and other literary traditions. 

Unit II: Indian Knowledge Tradition, Art, Culture, and Dharma 

5. Evolution of language and script: Brahmi, Kharosthi, Pali, Prakrit, Sanskrit, Tamil, and others. 

6. Salient features of Indian art and culture. 

7. Indian perceptions of Dharma and Darshana; the concept of VasudhaivaKutumbakam. 

8. Polity and governance: Janapada and Gram Swarajya. 

Unit III: Science, Environment, and Medical Science 

9. Science and technology in ancient India: achievements in astronomy, alchemy, and related fields.  

10. Environmental conservation: Indian concepts and the man–nature relationship. 

11. Health and wellness in ancient India: Ayurveda, Yoga, and Naturopathy. 

12. Indian numeral system and mathematics. 

Unit IV: Indian Economic Traditions 

13. Indian economic thought: Kautilya’sArthashastra and its aftermath. 

14. Concepts of land tenure and agriculture. 

15. Trade and commerce. 

Maritime trade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Introduce the major phases of Gandhi's life and the historical contexts that shaped his political and 

ethical thought. 

2. Examine Gandhi's ideas of truth, non-violence, swaraj, satyagraha, social reform and constructive 

work. 

3. Analyse Gandhi's interventions in Indian nationalism and major mass movements. 

4. Study Gandhi's views on religion, caste, untouchability, village society, economy, education and 

communal harmony. 

Mahatma Gandhi Life and 

Philosophy 
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5. Encourage critical assessment of Gandhi's legacy, including debates and critiques surrounding his 

political and social thought. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Outline major phases and turning points in Gandhi's life and political career. 

2. Explain key concepts such as satyagraha, ahimsa, swaraj and constructive programme. 

3. Analyse Gandhi's role in major phases of the Indian national movement. 

4. Evaluate Gandhi's ideas on social reform, caste, economy, education and communal harmony. 

5. Critically assess Gandhi's historical legacy through multiple perspectives and evidence. 

 

Unit I: Evolution of Gandhian Thought  

Evolution of Gandhian thought based on Indian traditions, including the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, 

Buddhism, Jainism, and Islam; and the influences on Gandhi’s political thought with special reference to 

Tolstoy, Ruskin, Thoreau, Emerson, and Marx. 

Unit II: Ahimsa and Gandhian Political Ideals 

Features of Ahimsa with special reference to Gandhi; the emergence of Gandhi in the Indian political 

scene; Gandhi’s views on the relationship between religion and politics; and his political ideals, including 

democracy, communism, Swaraj, Gram Swaraj, Ram Rajya, and Satyagraha. 

Unit III: Gandhian Economic Thought 

Background and evolution of Gandhian economic thought; Gandhi’s views on Western industrial 

civilization; principles underlying the Gandhian plan, including labour-capital relations, ownership of 

property, and trusteeship; village self-sufficiency; the Gandhian concept of rural reconstruction; and the 

importance of Gandhian economic thought. 

 

 

Unit IV: Gandhian Social Thought and Contemporary Relevance 

Salient features of Gandhi’s social thought; Gandhi’s work for Harijans and Girijans; communal 

harmony; national integration; social justice; social reconstruction; and the relevance of Gandhian social 

thought and Gandhian philosophy in the contemporary world. 

Selected Readings 

1. Gandhi, M. K. Hind Swaraj. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1938. 

2. Gandhi, M. K. Satyagraha in South Africa. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1928. 

3. Gandhi, M. K. In Search of the Supreme (Vol. III). Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1940. 

4. Gandhi, M. K. Sarvodaya. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1957. 

5. Gandhi, M. K. An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth. Navjivan, 

Ahmedabad, 1957. 

6. Bose, N. K. (ed.). Selections from Gandhi. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1957. 

7. Iyer, Raghavan (ed.). The Moral and Political Writings of Mahatma Gandhi (Vols. I, II, III). 

Clarendon Press, Oxford. 
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2nd Semester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Colonial Indian History  

 

Course Objectives 

1. Examine major political, constitutional, economic, social and cultural developments in India since 

independence. 

2. Study Partition and the refugee problem, constitutional evolution, integration of princely states, 

linguistic reorganisation and developments in literature, theatre, art and cinema. 

3. Analyse the making and evolution of India's foreign policy and nuclear policy. 

4. Examine the Indian economy from the Nehruvian era through land reforms, the Green Revolution, 

globalisation and economic reforms since 1991. 

5. Analyse crises of national unity, separatist and insurgent movements, communalism, caste, 

secularism, fundamentalism and the Indian diaspora. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain major political and constitutional developments in India after 1947. 

2. Analyse the historical consequences of Partition, refugee movements, state integration and 

linguistic reorganisation. 

3. Evaluate the evolution of India's foreign and nuclear policies in their historical context. 

4. Assess major economic transformations from the Nehruvian period to post-1991 reforms. 

5. Critically interpret postcolonial conflicts involving regionalism, caste, communalism, secularism, 

insurgency and national integration. 

 

India Since Independence 

Unit-I. 

 - Partition of India and the refugee problem ---- evolution of the constitution – integration of the 

princely states– linguistic reorganization of the states -- trends in literature theatre, art and cinema 

 

Unit-II - The making of India‘s foreign policy – patterns of evolution – India‘s nuclear policy 

 

Unit-III.- Indian economy: Nehruvian legacy and the post-Nehru era – land reforms and the Green 

Revolution – globalization and economic reforms since 1991 

 

Post-Colonial Indian History 

Code:2011 

Full Marks:50 

Credit:4 
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Unit-IV.- Crises of national unity: separatist and secessionist movements and insurgencies against the 

State – cases of Punjab, Kashmir, the Northeast, and West Bengal 

 

Unit-V. - Communalism and caste in post-colonial Indian politics and society – secularism, 

fundamentalism and the Indian state; global Indian diaspora 

 

Suggested Reading 

Ramachandra Guha, India after Gandhi: The History of the World‘s Largest Democracy 

Bipan Chandra, Mridula Mukherjee and Aditya Mukherjee, India since Independence 

Paul R. Brass, The Politics of India since Independence 

Bidyut Chakraborty, Indian Politics and Society since Independence: Events, Processes and 

Ideology 

F.R. Frankel, India‘s Political Economy: 1947 – 2004 

Partha Chatterjee, ed. State and Politics in India 

Prafulla K. Chakraborty, The Marginal Men: The Refugees and Left Political Syndrome in West 

Bengal. 

Joya Chatterji, Spoils of the Partition 

D.A. Low and Howard Brasted, eds. Freedom, Trauma and Continuities: Northern India and 

Independence. 

Partha Chatterjee, ed. Wages of Freedom: Fifty Years of the Indian Nation State 

JayantanujaBandyopadhyay, The Making of India‘s Foreign Policy 

V.P. Dutt, India‘s Foreign Policy since Independence 

Jayanta Kumar Ray, ed. Aspects of India‘s International Relations: 1700 – 2000 Atish Sinha and 

MadhupMohta, eds. Indian Foreign Policy 31 

Christophe Jaffrelot, The Hindu Nationalist Movement and Indian Politics: 1925 to the 1990s 

Rajni Kothari, ed. Caste in Indian Politics 

Jayanta Kumar Ray, ed. Interpreting the Indian Diaspora: Lessons from History and contemporary 

Politics 

Jayanta Kumar Ray, India‘s Foreign Relations, 1947-2007 

 

Special Paper: 

Economic History of India:Trade,Commerce 

and Industry 

Full Marks:50 

Cradit 4 

 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Examine changes in India's trading economy in the eighteenth century and the conflict between 

indigenous commerce and the East India Company. 

2. Study debates on de-industrialisation, colonial fiscal policy, taxation, tariffs and the effects of the 

Great Depression on Indian industry. 

3. Trace the development of banking in colonial India, including commercial banking, the Imperial 

Bank and the Reserve Bank of India. 

4. Analyse national income estimates, transport and communication services, railways and the 

economic and political motivations behind railway development. 

5. Examine the emergence of modern industry, Swadeshi enterprise, business communities, labour 

legislation, trade unions and industrial investment. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
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1. Explain major transformations in India's trade, commerce and fiscal structures under colonial rule. 

2. Evaluate the de-industrialisation debate and the effects of colonial fiscal and tariff policies. 

3. Analyse the development of banking, railways, transport and communication in colonial India. 

4. Interpret the growth of modern industries, Swadeshi enterprise and Indian business communities. 

5. Assess the emergence of industrial labour, labour legislation, trade unions and private investment. 

 

ECONOMIC HISTORY OF INDIA TRADE-COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 

 

Unit–1 

 

Changes in the Trading Economy of India in the Eighteenth Century Overview indigenous Trade and 

Commerce and Conflict with East India Company—The De-Industrialization Debate—History of 

Banking in India(Bengal-Bombay-Madras)—Rise and Fall of the Agency Houses. 

 

TheFiscalpolicyofBritishIndianGovernmentfrom1858to1914–TheRevenues& Shifting in Tariff policies 

and the structure of Taxation in the Post First World War period(1914-47)—Great Economic Depression 

and Indian Industry. 

 

Unit–2 

 

Banking Development in Colonial India—Origins and growth of Commercial Banking— Emergence of 

Imperial Bank Of India—Short history of the Reserve Bank of India—Growth of Banking Capital. 

 

National Income after 1858—Divergent estimates for National Income: Agriculture-Industry-Services—

Development in Transport and Communication Services—Coming of Railways and its Network—

Economic & political Compulsions behind the Introduction of Railways—Impact. 

 

Unit–3 

 

TheemergenceoftheModernIndustrialSector—CaseStudiesofCotton-Textile-Iron- Steal-Jute-Coal-Mining 

&others—Gen in India(1900-1964)—BusinessCommunitiesandtheirCharacters—SwadeshiEnterprise and 

Beginning of Swadeshi Technology, Swadeshi Entrepreneurship. 

Unit–4 

 

LabourLegislation—factoryofLegislations&Acts-EmergenceofTheIndustrialLabour Force in India—

Trade Unions and Movement 

Rise of Tata House—Growth of Private Investment 

 

Select Reading 

1.A.KBagchi,Private Investment in India,1900-1939(CUP)  

2.A.KBagchi,The evolution of the State Bank of India,1800-1876(OUP) 

3.Amit Bhattacharya-Swadeshi enterprise of Bengal(1900-1920) 

4.AmitBhattacharya,Swadeshi enterprise of Bengal(1920-1947) 

5.K.N Choudhuri(ed),The Economic Development of India Under the East India Company,1814-

1858(OUP) 

6.ChitabrataPalit,Growth of industry and Commerce in Bengal.   

 

Or 
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Special Paper: 

Eighteen Century India:Mysore and 

Hyderabad 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

Examine the rise of Mysore and Hyderabad as important regional powers in eighteenth-century India. 

1. Study Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan, Mysore's relations with neighbouring powers and the Anglo-

Mysore Wars. 

2. Analyse Mysore's administration, agriculture, textile industry, trade, sericulture, military 

technology, religion and cultural life. 

3. Examine the emergence and political development of Hyderabad under the Asaf Jahi dynasty and 

the Nizams. 

4. Study the social, economic, administrative and cultural structures of eighteenth-century 

Hyderabad. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Explain the political rise and historical significance of Mysore and Hyderabad. 

2. Analyse Haidar Ali's and Tipu Sultan's state policies and relations with the British and regional 

powers. 

3. Evaluate Mysore's economic, social, cultural and technological development. 

4. Interpret the political and administrative structure of Hyderabad under the Nizams. 

5. Compare the regional state formation and institutional development of Mysore and Hyderabad. 

 

Mysore and Hyderabad  

 Unit-I 

Rise of Mysore as an anti-imperialist Force – Autonomy : advances and reversals – Mysore  

under Absolute Monarchy-Mysorean invasion of Malabar – Mysore as a center for  

Indigenous Industry in the early 18th Century – Puppet Monarchy- Rise of Haidar Ali to  

power- Haidar’s Relations with the neighboring Regional forces, Marathas and Nizam, & the British –

First and Second Anglo-Mysore Wars-Resistance and Protest Movement – Rise of Tipu Sultan to power – 

Tipu’s State Policy with special reference to foreign policy –Tipu Sultan and The East India Company- 

the Grand Finale at Seringapatnum–Third Anglo Mysore War-Fourth Anglo Mysore War- fall of Mysore 

–British Rule in Mysore-Comparative Study of Hyder’s success and Tipu’s defeat at the hands of the 

British.  

Unit-II 

Political Decline of Mysore – Was it simply due to the lack of modernization?– 

Administration-Agriculture & Textile industry, Agricultural Production, Revenue System,  

Industrial Manufacture, Trade, Sericulture- Religious faiths – Christianity, Hinduism, & 

Islam- Social Structure – Mysore as a center of Art and Culture in Southern India-Music –  

Literature- Architecture –Military Technology.  

Unit-III 

Mughal Rule in Hyderabad- Growth of Hyderabad as a political unit- Beginning of AsafJahi 

dynasty -Chin Qulich Khan Asaf Jah I& Nizam Ali Khan – the Nizams and the Native & 

Foreign Powers – Nature of Politics in Hyderabad – Development of Political System in Hyderabad with 

special reference to Financial & Military Groups- Composition of the Nobility.  
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Unit-IV 

Social Life in Hyderabad– Economic Conditions with special reference to Land Revenue System, 

Mansabdari System- Jagirdari system, Agriculture, Industrial Growth – Structure of Administration – 

Cultural Developments including Court Culture- Arts, Literature, Architecture –Religious orders.  

 

Suggested Books 

1. K.M. Panikkar – A History of Kerala 1498-1801  

2. I.Habib (ed) – Resistance & Modernisation under Haidar Ali &Tipu Sultan  

3. C.K. Kareem – Kerala under Haidar Ali &Tipu Sultan  

4. M.H. Khan – History of Tipu Sultan  

5. Dharma Kumar – Land & Caste in South India  

6. Leonard Karen – the Social History of an Indian Caste: the Kayasthas of Hyderabad  

7. David Ludden – Peasant History in South India  

8. Mencher. Joan. P – Agriculture & Social structure in Tamilnadu: Past Origins, Peasant  

Transformation  

9. Neil Stephen – A history of Christianity in India Vol-II  

10. N.K. Shastri – A History of South India  

11. Sudderland, Lucy S. – The English East India Company in 18th Century Politics  

12. Brittle, Kate – Tipu Sultan’s Search for Legitimacy: Islam & Kingship in a Hindu Domain  

13. Buchanan, F – A Journey from Madras through the Countries of Mysore Canara, & 

Malabar,Vol-I, II, III  

14. Dharma Kumar (ed) – Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-I, II  

 

 

Or 

Special Paper: 

Sports,Society and Culture 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Examine sports as a social and cultural institution through the categories of class, caste and urban 

culture. 

2. Study the history of women in sports and introduce feminist perspectives on sports. 

3. Analyse the relationship between sports, media, popular culture, journalism and broadcasting. 

4. Examine the commercialisation of sports and the growth of sports as an industry. 

5. Study sports and globalisation through international competitions, athlete migration and global 

sports culture. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain how class, caste and urban culture shape participation in sport. 

2. Analyse women's experiences in sports history using gender-sensitive approaches. 

3. Evaluate the influence of journalism, broadcasting and popular culture on sport. 

4. Assess the historical processes of commercialisation and professionalisation of sport. 

5. Interpret global sporting developments through migration, international competitions and cultural 

exchange. 

 

Sports, Society and Culture 
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Unit 1: 

 

Sports and Social Stratification 

 

Class, caste and participation in sports 

 

Sports and urban culture 

 

 

Unit 2: 

 

Gender and Sports 

 

Women in sports history 

 

Feminist perspectives on sports 

 

 

Unit 3: 

 

Sports, Media and Popular Culture 

 

Sports journalism and broadcasting 

 

Commercialization of sports 

 

 

Unit 4: 

 

Sports and Globalization 

 

International sporting competitions 

 

Migration of athletes and global sports culture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Paper: 

Economic History of Bengal 

      Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 
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1. Introduce the sources, scope and historiography of Bengal's economic history, including debates 

on the eighteenth-century transition. 

2. Examine the agrarian structure, land revenue, zamindars, peasants, trade, ports, river networks and 

merchant communities in pre-colonial Bengal. 

3. Analyse Bengal's economy under early colonial rule, including Plassey, the Diwani, Permanent 

Settlement, agrarian crisis, traditional industries and colonial trade. 

4. Study nineteenth-century commercialisation of agriculture, indigo, jute, peasant movements, rural 

credit and the development of Calcutta, jute and plantation economies. 

5. Examine twentieth-century economic change, including nationalist economic critique, labour 

movements, the Bengal Famine, Partition and postcolonial land reforms, agrarian change and 

industrial debates. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Identify and evaluate major sources and historiographical approaches in Bengal's economic 

history. 

2. Analyse pre-colonial agrarian, commercial and trading structures in Bengal. 

3. Evaluate the economic consequences of Plassey, Diwani, Permanent Settlement and colonial 

trade. 

4. Interpret nineteenth-century agrarian and urban-industrial transformations using historical 

evidence. 

5. Assess twentieth-century economic change in Bengal from the Famine and Partition to 

postcolonial land and industrial developments. 

 

Unit I: Sources and Historiography of Bengal’s Economic History 

• Nature and scope of economic history 

• Sources: archival records, revenue documents, travel accounts, company records 

• Historiography of Bengal’s economic history 

• Debates on the 18th century transition in Bengal 

 

Unit II: Economy of Bengal in the Pre-Colonial Period 

• Agrarian structure under the Sultanate and  Mughal  rule 

• Land revenue system and agrarian relations 

• Role of zamindars and peasants 

• Trade and commerce in medieval Bengal 

• Ports, river trade and commercial networks 

• Role of merchant communities 

 

Unit III: Bengal Economy under Early Colonial Rule (1757–1857) 

• Impact of Plassey (1757) and the Diwani (1765) 

• Permanent Settlement (1793) and the Zamindari system 

• Agrarian crisis and peasant condition 

• Decline of traditional industries such as textiles 

• Growth of colonial trade and export economy 

 

Unit IV: Agrarian and Rural Economy in the 19th Century 

• Commercialization of agriculture 

• Indigo cultivation and Indigo revolt 

• Jute cultivation and global market integration 

• Peasant movements and agrarian unrest 

• Rural credit and role of moneylenders 
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Unit V: Urban Economy and Industrial Development 

• Growth of Calcutta as a colonial commercial center 

 

• Development of markets and trading communities 

• Rise of the jute industry 

• Tea plantations and plantation economy 

• Transport and communication: railways and ports 

 

Unit VI: Economic Changes in the 20th Century 

• Nationalist critique of colonial economy 

• Industrialization and labour movements 

• Impact of the Bengal Famine of 1943 

• Partition of Bengal (1947) and economic consequences 

 

Unit VII: Post-Colonial Economic Developments 

• Land reforms in West Bengal 

• Agrarian changes and Green Revolution 

• Industrial decline and revival debates 

• Contemporary economic trends in Bengal 

 

Suggested Readings 

• Binay Bhushan Chaudhuri – Growth of Commercial Agriculture in Bengal 

• Sugata Bose – Agrarian Bengal 

• Tirthankar Roy – Economic History of India 

• R. C. Dutt – Economic History of India 

• Om Prakash – European Commercial Enterprise in Pre-Colonial India 

• Ratnalekha Ray – Change in Bengal Agrarian Society 

• Amalendu Guha – Planter Raj to Swaraj 

 

Or 

Special Paper: 

Eighteen Century India:Bengal 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

    Course Objectives 
1. Examine the disintegration of Mughal rule in Bengal and the rise of regional authority under the 

Nawabs. 

2. Study MurshidQuli Khan, Sujauddin, Sarfaraz Khan, Alivardi Khan and Siraj-ud-Daulah in 

relation to regional politics and the East India Company. 

3. Analyse the significance of Plassey, Buxar, the consolidation of British power, the transfer of 

Diwani and Bengal's role as a British bridgehead. 

4. Examine the eighteenth-century crisis of Bengal's economy, including Company private trade, the 

1770 famine, land revenue, the early drain of wealth and decline of weaving. 

5. Study Nawabi and early colonial administration, constitutional changes, social life, women's 

position, religion, education and cultural life in Bengal. 
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Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain the political transition from Mughal rule to Nawabi authority and British dominance in 

Bengal. 

2. Analyse the causes and significance of Plassey, Buxar, the Diwani and the consolidation of 

Company power. 

3. Evaluate the economic impact of Company trade, revenue policies, famine, drain of wealth and 

industrial decline. 

4. Interpret administrative, social, religious, educational and cultural changes in eighteenth-century 

Bengal. 

5. Construct evidence-based explanations of Bengal's transformation into a major base of British 

expansion. 

 

Bengal 

Unit– I 

The Mughal Rule in Bengal- Its disintegration – Bengal under MurshidQuili Khan,  

Sujauddin, Sarfaraj Khan, and Alivardi Khan – Maratha Invasion – SirajUd-Daula and his  

relation with the English East India Company leading to the Battle of Palassey and its  

significance- Consolidation of the English Power in Bengal – Mir Qasim and the English East India 

Company – the battle of Buxur and its significance – the fate of Bengal? A debate – the transfer of 

Dewani and the Dyarchy –Bengal as the British Bridgehead of British Expansion.  

Unit– II 

Crisis in Bengal Economy in the 18th Century – the expanding English presence in Bengal –  

the question of English private trade and the conflict with the Nawabs of Bengal – the East  

India Company’s intrusion into the domain of internal trade- Company’s foreign trade –  the Famine of 

1770-Land Revenue System under the Nawabs and the British– Pallasey Plunder – The early Drain of 

Wealth – Decline of the Weaving Industry.  

Unit– III 

Administration of Bengal under the Nawabs - Laws and Orders - the Company and the State - Emergence 

of a Framework of Colonial Governance – the intervention by the English government – Administrative 

Changes in Bengal under the British - the pattern of  

constitutional reform – the Regulating Act – the Pitt’s India Act –Cornwallis Code - The  

Charter Acts – Significance of British Hegemony in Bengal   

Unit– IV 

Social life with special reference to women position in Society –Religion with special  

reference to the emergence of the Karta Bhajas, Matuyas& the influence of Vaishnavism-Urban & Rural 

Life - Education System with special reference to the establishment of Fort William College- Impact of 

the West- Cultural life in Bengal under the Nawabs and the British.  

 

Suggested Books 

1. N.K.Shinha(ed.), History of Bengal 1757-1905.  

2. P.J. Marshall, East India Fortunes: The British in Bengal in the Eighteenth Century.  

3. P.J. Marshall, Bengal: The British Bridgehead. 4. Abdul Mahed Khan, Muhammad Reza Khan and the 

Transition in Bengal. 

5. N.K. Singha (ed.), (1) The History of Bengal (2)Economic History of Bengal (in three volumes). 

6. John Mclane, Land and Local Kingship in Eighteenth Century Bengal. 

7. Eric Stokes, The English Utilitarians in India.  

8. A.C.Banarjee, A Constitutional History of India.  

9. Nandalal Chatterji, Mir Qasim of Bengal 

11. Sugata Bose, Peasant Labour and Colonial Capital : Rural Bengal Since 1770.  
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12. Sumanta Banerjee, The parlour and The Streets : Elite and Popular Culture in Nineteenth Century 

Calcutta.  

13. Nemai Sadhan Bose, Indian Awakening and Bengal. 

14. Partha Chatterjee, Bengal 1920-47, Vol. 1. Land Question.  

15. B.B. kling, partners in Empire : Dwarakanath Tagore and the Age of Enterprise in eastern India.  

16. David Kopf, British Orientalism and the Bengal Renaissance. 

17. D. Kopf, Brahmo Samaj and the shaping of Modern Indian Mind.  

18. Amitabha Mukherjee, Reform and Regeneration of Bengal 1734-1828.  

19. Edward Said, Orientalist 

 

Or 

 

 

 

 

Special Paper: 

Themes in Modern Sports History 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Examine the history of major global sporting events and the development of the Olympic 

movement and international competitions. 

2. Analyse relationships between sport and politics, including diplomacy, boycotts, international 

relations and ideological conflicts. 

3. Study the sports economy and industry through sponsorship, marketing, sports management and 

sports tourism. 

4. Examine sports heritage, memory and the development of sports museums. 

5. Explore the preservation of sporting heritage and the use of oral history to document athletes and 

sporting communities. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

1. Explain the historical development and significance of major global sporting events and the 

Olympic movement. 

2. Analyse how sport has been used in diplomacy, international relations and ideological conflicts. 

3. Evaluate the economic dimensions of sport, including sponsorship, marketing and sports tourism. 

4. Interpret sports museums, heritage and memory as sources for historical understanding. 

5. Use oral-history and heritage approaches to document and preserve sporting experiences and 

communities. 

 

Themes in Modern Sports History 

 

Unit 1: 

 

History of Major Global Sporting Events 

 

Development of the Olympic movement and international competitions 
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Unit 2: 

 

Sports and Politics 

 

Diplomacy, boycotts and international relations 

 

Sports and ideological conflicts 

 

 

Unit 3: 

 

Sports Economy and Industry 

 

Sponsorship, marketing and sports management 

 

Sports tourism 

 

 

Unit 4: 

 

Heritage, Memory and Sports Museums 

 

Preservation of sports heritage 

 

Oral history of athletes and sporting communities 

 

 

 

 

History And Freedom Movement in 

Medinipur 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 Syllabus: Freedom Movement in Medinipur 

 

Course Objectives 
1. Examine the social, economic and administrative conditions of Medinipur under colonial rule and 

the origins of resistance. 

2. Study early resistance, Indigo disturbances, peasant resistance and the impact of the Swadeshi 

Movement on Medinipur. 

3. Analyse revolutionary nationalism, revolutionary organisations, Khudiram Bose, PrafullaChaki, 

AnushilanSamiti and Jugantar. 

4. Examine Gandhian movements and mass participation, including Non-Cooperation, Civil 

Disobedience, Salt Satyagraha, Quit India and the Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar. 

5. Study peasant, tribal, forest and land-related resistance and assess Medinipur's contribution and legacy 

within the wider national movement. 



History (PG), MGU 39 
 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
1. Explain the major stages of resistance and nationalist mobilisation in colonial Medinipur. 

2. Analyse revolutionary nationalist activities and youth participation in Medinipur. 

3. Evaluate the participation of women, students, peasants and local communities in Gandhian 

movements. 

4. Interpret the formation and significance of the Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar. 

5. Assess Medinipur's contribution to the wider Indian freedom movement and its contemporary 

historical legacy. 

 

Unit I: Early Resistance and the Rise of Nationalism 

Medinipur in the colonial period: society, economy and administration 

Early resistance against British rule 

Indigo disturbances and peasant resistance 

Impact of the Swadeshi Movement in Medinipur 

Growth of nationalist consciousness 

Unit II: Revolutionary Nationalism in Medinipur 

Revolutionary organisations and activities 

Role of Khudiram Bose 

Role of Prafulla Chaki and revolutionary networks 

AnushilanSamiti and Jugantar activities 

Revolutionary nationalism and youth participation 

Unit III: Gandhian Movements and Mass Participation 

Non-Cooperation Movement in Medinipur 

Civil Disobedience Movement and Salt Satyagraha 

Role of women, students and peasants 

Quit India Movement in Medinipur 

Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar: formation, administration and significance 

Unit IV: Peasant, Tribal and Local Resistance 

Peasant and tribal participation in the freedom movement 

Forest and land-related resistance 

Role of local leaders and revolutionary groups 

Medinipur and the wider national movement 

Legacy of the freedom movement in contemporary Medinipur 

Suggested Bibliography 

Amalendu De, Freedom Movement in Bengal. 

Sumit Sarkar, The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. 

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition and After. 

Government of West Bengal, History of the Freedom Movement in Bengal. 

District Gazetteer of Midnapore. 
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                          Structure:2(Level 6.5):Course Work + Research 

 

  SEM-1 

 

 

 

    

 

 

History of Ideas in 19th  and 20th century: 

 

Course Objectives 

6. Examine the major intellectual, social and political ideas that shaped nineteenth-century India. 

7. Trace the development of new forms of intellectual discourse in the context of colonialism, modern 

education and social change. 

8. Analyse the ideas of major nineteenth-century Indian thinkers and reformers in relation to society, 

religion, politics and nationalism. 

9. Explore debates on modernity, tradition, reform, identity and the changing understanding of Indian 

society. 

10. Develop a critical historical perspective on the relationship between intellectual ideas and wider social 

and political transformations. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

6. Identify and explain major nineteenth-century intellectual currents and their historical contexts. 

7. Analyse the ideas of important nineteenth-century Indian thinkers using appropriate historical 

evidence. 

8. Compare different responses to colonial modernity, social reform, religion and nationalism. 

9. Evaluate the relationship between intellectual developments and social and political change in 

nineteenth-century India. 

10. Construct coherent, evidence-based interpretations of selected nineteenth-century intellectual debates. 

 

 

Unit 1: a)Impact of Western Ideas and the Emergence of a Colonial Intelligentsia: Orientalists, 

Utlitarians and the Bengal Renaissance-Rammohan Roy, IswarchandraVidyasagar, Swami 

Vivekananda and the Ramkrishna Mission –a review of the ideas of Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay, 

Keshab Chandra Sen, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Nabin Chandra Sen, Akshay Chandra Dutta, 

M.G.Ranade and Dayananda Saraswati 

Unit 2 

Nationalism, modernity formation : Sir Syed Ahmed Khan and the Aligarh Movement , Pandita 

Ramabai and RokeyaSakhawat Hossain-B.G.Tilak, G.K.Gokhle, Bipin Chandra Pal-Revolutionary 

Ideology of VsudevBalwantPhadke-Hindutva ideology of VD Savarkar, MS Gowalkar, ideas of 

SEC- Community engagement/Internship                                            25 

Dissertation and field visit                                                                       50 

 

History of Ideas in 19thand 20th 

century 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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Mohammed Iqbal, Mohammed Ali Jinnah, Communist ideology of MN Roy, EMS Namboodiripad, 

Socialist ideology Rammanohar Lohia, Jayaprakash Narayan 

Unit 3 

Caste and the nation :JyotibaPhule , Savitri Bai Phule:Sree Narayan Guru, E.V.Ramaswamy 

Naicker, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar and others. 

Unit 4 

Theory of Nation, Nationalism and Human Unity:Aurobindo Ghosh, Rabindranath Tagore, 

Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vinoba Bhave and others. 

 

SUGGESTED READING 

Ahmed, A. F. S.: Social Ideas and Social Change in Bengal, 1818-1835 

Appadorai, A., Documents on Political Thought in Modern India (Volumes 1 & 2) 

Basu, A.: The Growth of Education and Political Development in India, 1898-1920 

Chakravarti, U.: Rewriting History: Life and Times of Pandita Ramabai 

Chatterjee, P.: Nationalist Thought & the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse 

Chousalkar, A.: Indian Idea of Political Resistance: Aurobindo, Tilak, Gandhi and 

Ambedkar 

Deshpande, G. P. (ed.): Selected Writings of JotiraoPhule. 

Gopal, S.: Jawaharlal Nehru: A Biography 

Gore, M. S.: The Social Context of an Ideology: Ambedkar’s Political and Social 

Thought 

Guha, R.: India after Gandhi: The History of the World’s Largest Democracy 

Guha, R. (ed.): Makers of Modern India 

Hameed, S. S.: Maulana Azad, Islam and the Indian National Movement 

Hardiman, David: Gandhi: In His Time and Ours 

Heehs, P.: Situating Sri Aurobindo: A Reader 

Jalal, A.: The Sole Spokesman: Jinnah, the Muslim League and the Demand for 

Pakistan 

Jones, K. W.: Socio-Religious Reform Movements in British India 

Jordans, J. T. F.: Dayananda Saraswati: Essays on His Life and Ideas. 

Joshi, V. C. (ed.): RammohunRoy and the Process of Modernization in India 

Kaviraj, S.: The Unhappy Consciousness: Bankimchandra Chattopadhyaya and the 

formation of Discourse in India 

Kosambi, M. (ed.): Pandita Ramabai through Her Own Words: Selected Works 

Majumder, B. B.: History of Indian Social and Political Ideas: From Rammohan to 

Dayananda 

Nanda, B. R.: Gokhale: The Indian Moderates and the British Raj 

Sarkar, S.: Writing Social History 

Savarkar, V. D.: Hindu Rashtra Darshan 

Tripathi, A.: Vidyasagar: The Traditional Modernizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ecology and Environment in Indian History 

Ecology and Environmental 

History 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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6. Introduce the concepts, scope, approaches, sources and methods of ecological and environmental 

history. 

7. Examine environmental consciousness in ancient India through urban planning, drainage, watershed 

management, waste management and resource use. 

8. Study environmental relationships and resource exploitation in medieval India, including Mughal 

approaches to economic and ecological development. 

9. Analyse European expansion, ecological imperialism and colonial exploitation of forests, wildlife and 

natural resources. 

10. Examine postcolonial environmental policies and major environmental movements, including Chipko, 

Narmada Bachao and Silent Valley, with attention to women and environment. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Explain key concepts and methodological approaches in ecological and environmental history. 

7. Analyse historical evidence concerning human–environment relationships in ancient and medieval 

India. 

8. Evaluate the ecological consequences of European expansion and colonial resource policies. 

9. Interpret major environmental movements as responses to development, displacement, resource 

exploitation and ecological change. 

10. Construct evidence-based historical arguments connecting environmental change, society, economy, 

gender and political action. 

 

Unit I: Scope of Ecology Basic concept of Ecology, Approaches to Ecology; Ecology in 

Hindu , Buddha and Jaina Religious tradition-What is environmental History? Sources and 

Methods, Historiography ; indigenous knowledge system 

Unit II: Environment consciousness in ancient India: Indus Valley civilization; planned 

urbanization, drainage system, watershed management, waste management Forest and 

wild life management in Maurya and Guptaperiod small scale industries based on natural 

resources in ancient India. 

Unit III: Environmental consciousness in Medieval India. Exploration of natural resources for 

economic development in early Medieval India, exploration of natural resources for 

sustainable economic and ecological development in Mughal period 

Unit IV: European Expansion, Ecological imperialism ---exchange of flora and fauna, animals 

etc Colonial 

 

Selected Readings 

 

economic policy and exploitation of natural resources - Forest Policies (colonial and postcolonial 

period) – Wildlife; Development discourse Chipko Movement, Narmada Bachao Movement, Silent 

Valley Movement and others women and environment 

Suggested Reading : 

Arnold, D. & Guha, R.: Nature Culture and Imperialism: Essays on the Environmental 

History of South Asia Baviskar, A.: Waterscapes, The Cultural Politics of a Natural 

Resources 

Cederlof, G. & Sivaramakrishnan, K. (eds.): Ecological Nationalism: Nature, Livelihoods 

andIdentitiesinSouth Asia 

Chakrabarti Ranjan, .:Situating Environmental History. 

Chakrabarti Ranjan, :Does Environmental History Matter?: Shikar, Subsistence, Sustenance, and the 

Sciences D‘souza, R. (ed.): Environment, Technology and Development. Critical and 

SubversiveEssays 
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Brown, Brian Edward. ―Toward a Buddhist Ecological Cosmology,‖ in Worldviews and Ecology: 

Religion, Philosophy, and theEnvironment, edited by Mary Evelyn Tucker and John A. Grim, 124-37. 

Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1994. 

Chapple, Christopher Key, Jainism and Ecology: Non-Violence in the Web of Life, Delhi: Motilal 

Banarsidass Publishers Pvt.Ltd., 2006. 

Chapple, Christopher Key, Hinduism and Ecology: The Intersection of Earth, Sky and Water, 

Havard: Havard University Press, 

2000 

Chakrabarti, Ranjan, Critical Themes in Environmental History of India, Sage & ICHR, 2020. 

 

 

 

Special Paper:  

Economic thought in India 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 
6. Introduce the significance, sources and development of Indian economic thought from ancient to 

modern times. 

7. Examine economic ideas and practices in ancient India, including Kautilya's views on treasury, public 

finance, land and pricing. 

8. Study economic thought and fiscal practices in the medieval period, including Islamic canons, 

monetary policy, price control and famine policy. 

9. Analyse the economic ideas of Dadabhai Naoroji, M. G. Ranade and Gokhale concerning colonialism, 

poverty, industrialisation, agriculture, railways and education. 

10. Examine the economic ideas of Gandhi and Ambedkar concerning technology, industrialisation, 

production, banking and agricultural reform. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Identify major sources and themes in the history of Indian economic thought. 

7. Explain important economic ideas associated with Kautilya and medieval Indian fiscal and economic 

practices. 

8. Analyse the Drain Theory and the economic arguments of Naoroji, Ranade and Gokhale. 

9. Compare Gandhian and Ambedkarite approaches to industrialisation, technology, banking and 

agricultural reform. 

10. Critically evaluate changing economic ideas in relation to the historical conditions of ancient, 

medieval and modern India. 

 

Unit-1 

Importance of Indian Economic Thought,Development of Indian Economic Thought,Economic Thought 

in Ancient India ,Sources of Information,Sources of information 

Unit-2 

Economic thought of and pricing policy  ,Koutilya’s view on the treasury and public finance of the state, 

Land system; Economic idea of Valluvar; Buddhism and the economic enterprise, prices and taxation and 

pricing policy, the land system; Economic thought in the Muslim period, Islamic canons and fiscal policy, 

monetary policy, price control ,Famine policy. 
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Unit-3 

Dadabhai Naoroji and the drain theory,what is the drain,criticisms;Ranade and the economic 

development, poverty and industrialization,agrarianpolicy,Railway investment, methodology of 

economics, Gokhale and the economics  of education. 

Unit-4 

Swadeshi movement of Gandhi, Economic thoughts of mahatma Gandhi on Technology, Industrialization 

and the scale of production; Economic thought of Ambedkar on Banking system, Industrialization ,and 

Agricultural reforms; 

 

 

Or 

 

 

 

 

Special Paper: 

Eighteen Century India:Later 

Mughal and Sikh History 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

Course Objectives 
6. Examine the political, social, economic and cultural history of eighteenth-century India with particular 

attention to the Later Mughals and Sikh history. 

7. Analyse the decline and disintegration of the Mughal Empire and the emergence of regional powers. 

8. Study debates between traditional and revisionist interpretations of eighteenth-century India, 

including questions of change and continuity. 

9. Examine Mughal agrarian structure, the jagirdari crisis, trade, industry, social life, religion, art, 

architecture and historical writing. 

10. Trace the rise of the Sikh community and political power from the Khalsa and Misl period to Ranjit 

Singh and the development of Sikh institutions. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

6. Explain the major causes and processes associated with Mughal decline and the emergence of regional 

powers. 

7. Analyse eighteenth-century political, agrarian, commercial and social transformations using historical 

evidence. 

8. Compare traditional and revisionist historiographical interpretations of eighteenth-century India. 

9. Interpret the social, cultural and religious life of later Mughal and Sikh societies. 

10. Assess the emergence of Sikh political power and its administrative, economic and social structures. 

 

Later Mughal & Sikh History 

Unit–I 

Later Mughal Rulers and their achievements- Disintegration of the Mughal Empire –  

Causes of Its decline – Emergence of Regional Powers-Traditional and Revisionist  

Historiography of the Eighteenth Century India-Change or Continuity? Decline of the  

Mughal Aristocracy – Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court- Invasion of Nadir Shah-Crisis in the 

Mughal Jagirdari System-Agrarian Structure and Agrarian  

Revolt- Trade & Industry- Later Mughal Relations with the East India Company 
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Unit – II 

Society with special reference to Social division,Social Customs, Festivals, Fairs and  

Pilgrimages, position of women, Social Evils– Urban life- Rural Conditions– Religious  

matrix –Later Mughal Art, Architecture, Sculpture, Literature& Historical Writings ,  

Music and Paintings.  

Unit – III 

Rise of the Punjab as Regional Power- Historical Perspective – the North West evolution of the Sikh 

Community – Rise of the Sikh as a Community – Birth of the  

Khalsa – Sikh’s Confrontation with the Mughals –Foreign Invasion in the Punjab –  

Banda Bahadur’s achievements – Misl Politics – Sikh political, Economic and Military  

Organization in the Misl Period- Rise of Ranjit Singh and his politics.  

Unit – IV 

Economic Conditions– Cultural life of the Punjab - Sikh Administration - Social  

Structure – Religious matrix – Eighteenth century Sikh Institutions and Organizations 

 

Suggested Books 

1. M. Athar Ali – The Mughal Nobility under Aurangzeb  

2. Satish Chandra – Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court  

3. Anil Saxena – Later Mughals  

4. Irfan Habib – The Agrarian System of Mughal India  

4. W.H.Moreland - The Agrarian System of Mughal India  

5.TapanRoychoudhuri and IrfanHabib(ed) – Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-I  

6. R.P.Tripathi – Some Aspects of Muslim Administration  

7. I.H.Qureshi – The Administration of the Mughal Empire  

8. MujaffarAlam& Sanjay Subhramanyam – The Mughal State  

9. K.M.Asraf–Life & Conditions of the people of Hindustan  

10. Athar Ali – Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society & Culture  

11. Satish Chandra- Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village  

12. Sri Ram Sharma – Mughal Empire in India: A Systematic study  

13. Sri Ram Sharma – The Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors  

14. William Irvine- The Latter Mughals  

15. J. Sidney Owen -The Fall of the Mughal Empire  

16. E.S. Holden- The Mughal Emperors of Hindustan  

17.JadunathSarkar -The Mughal Administration  

18.NiccoloManucci-Storia do Mogor or Mogul India  

 

 

 

Or 

Special Paper: 

Historical perspective on  Sports 

and Games 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

 

Historical Perspectives on Sports and Games 

Course Objectives 
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6. Introduce sports history as a field for understanding society, culture, politics and institutions. 

7. Examine the development of organised sporting practices and institutions within changing historical 

contexts. 

8. Analyse the relationship between sport, community, identity, class, gender and regional cultures. 

9. Explore the role of sport in colonial and nationalist contexts, including questions of representation and 

institutional development. 

10. Develop skills for using sporting records, newspapers, institutional sources and cultural evidence in 

historical enquiry. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Explain the historical significance of sport as a social and cultural institution. 

7. Identify and interpret historical sources relevant to the study of sport. 

8. Analyse relationships between sport and social categories such as class, gender, community and 

region. 

9. Evaluate the role of sport in processes of identity formation and political or cultural mobilisation.  

10. Develop evidence-based historical interpretations of selected sporting practices or institutions. 

 

 

Unit 1: 

 

Concept and Definition of Sports in History 

 

Sports as Cultural Practice 

 

Sources for Writing Sports History (archival, oral, visual) 

 

 

Unit 2: 

 

Sports in Ancient Civilizations 

 

Greek Olympics and Roman Games 

 

Sports in Ancient India (Vedic and Epic traditions) 

 

 

Unit 3: 

 

Sports in Medieval Societies 

 

Royal patronage of hunting, wrestling, polo and martial games 

 

Sports and court culture in Asian and European societies 

 

 

Unit 4: 

 

Emergence of Modern Sports in the 18th–19th Centuries 

 

Institutionalization and codification of games 
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Development of clubs, associations and sports rules 

 

 

 

or 

Special Paper: 

Agrarian History of Colonial India 

      Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

Economic History-II : 

 

Course Objectives 
6. Examine major themes and transformations in the economic history of modern and colonial India.  

7. Analyse colonial economic policies and their effects on agriculture, industry, trade, taxation and 

labour. 

8. Study the relationship between economic change, colonialism, poverty and regional development. 

9. Examine the economic dimensions of nationalism, industrialisation and state policy. 

10. Develop a critical understanding of different interpretations of India's economic transformation under 

colonial and postcolonial conditions. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Explain major features of India's colonial economic structure and policy. 

7. Analyse the effects of colonial policies on agriculture, industry, trade and labour. 

8. Interpret quantitative and qualitative evidence relevant to economic history. 

9. Compare competing explanations of colonial economic change, poverty and development. 

10. Construct evidence-based arguments about major economic transformations in modern India. 

 

 

AGRARIAN HISTORY OF COLONIAL INDIA 

Unit-1 

Different trends towards Agrarian Historiography of Colonial India—Change or Continuity: a 

debate. 

Rural Agrarian Structure—the new land systems and reshufflings in the agrarian power 

structure. 

Unit–2 

Agricultural production—major influences changing Agricultural production—ecology and 

environment, demography, Commercialization of agriculture—Co existence of stagnation and 

gestation --impact upon the peasantry—regional variations. 

Social framework of peasant production—control over land and credit, rise of an affluent 

peasants stratum and the process of peasant differentiations-rise and growth of agricultural 

laborers. . 

Unit–3 

Beyond peasant village: changing economic and social organizations with the tribal world. 

Irrigation systems and agricultural science and technology-constrains and developments. 
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Unit–4 

Impact of global economy—price movements, Impact of great depression on the rural 

economy, Famines and peasant society. 

Peasant reactions against the colonialism—elements of peasant rebellions; peasant 

movements in colonial India. 

 

 

1.More. Arson, (1976). Mechanism and Rulers of Gujrat: The Response to the Portuguese in the 

Sixteenth Century. Cambridge University Press. 

2.A. K. Bagchi, (1972). Private Investment in India, 1900 – 1939. Cambridge 

University Press. 

3.A. K. Bagchi, History of State Bank in India. In 3 vols. Oxford University Press. 

4.C. A. Baker, (1984). An Indian Rural Economy, 1880 – 1955. Oxford University Press. 

Prajnananda. Banerjee, (1975). Calcutta and its Hinterland: A Study of Economic History Of 

India, 1833 – 1900. Calcutta. 

• Sumanta. Banerjee, The Parlour and The Streets: Elite and Popular Culture in 

the Nineteenth Century. 

• D.Bandopadhyay,(2007).Land,LabourandGovernment.Calcutta. 

• Himadri. Banerjee, (1982). Agrarian Society of the Punjub, 1849 – 1901. New 

Delhi. 

• Tarasankar. Banerjee, (ed.). (1986). Indian Historical Research. Calcutta. 

• Indu.Banga,(ed.).(2005).TheCityinModernIndia.NewDelhi. 

• C. A. Bayly, (1983). Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society 

in the age of British Expansion, 1770-1870. Cambridge University Press. 

• B. M. Bhatiya, (1967). Famines in India, 1860 – 1965, A Study in Some Aspects 

of the Economic History of India. 

• Sabyasachi. Bhattacharya, (2005). Financial Foundation of the British Raj. 

• Amit. Bhattacharyya, (1988). Swadeshi Enterprise in Bengal, 1900- 1920. 

Vol. 1. 

• Amit. Bhattacharyya, (2007).Swadeshi Enterprise in Bengal, 1920- 1947. Vol. 

2. 

• Kling Blair- PARTNER IN EMPIRE; Dwarkanath Tagore & the Age of 

Enterprise in Eastern India. Calcutta. 

• George.Blyn,(1966).AgriculturalTrendsinIndia,1891-1947. 

Philadelphia. 

• Sugata. Bose, (1986). AGRARIAN BENGAL; Economy, social structure and 

politics, 1919-1947. Cambridge University Press. 

• Sugata. Bose, (1993). Peasant Labour and Colonial Capital; Rural Bengal Since 

1770. The New Cambridge History of India, vol. 3.2, Cambridge University Press. 

• James K. Boyce, (1987). Agrarian Impasse in Bengal. Oxford University Press. 

• Jan. Breman, (1979). Patronage and Exploitation Changing Agrarian Relations 

in South Gujarat. New Delhi. 

• I. J. Catanach, (1970). Rural Credit in Western India, 1875 - 1930. Berkely. 

• Rajnarayan. Chandavarkar, (1994). The Origins of Industrial Capitalism in India; 

Business strategies & the working classes in Bombay, 1900- 1940. Cambridge 

University Press. 

• Sushil. Chaudhury, (1995). From Prosperity to Decline; eighteenth century 

Bengal. Manohar. 

• Bipan. Chandra, (1960). The Rise and Growth of Economic Nationalism in India. 

New Delhi. 
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• Neil. Charlsworth, Peasant and Imperial Rule; Agriculture and Agrarian Society in 

the Bombay Presidency, 1850 – 1935. 

• Partha. Chattopadhyay,(1984).Bengal:LandQuestion,1920–1947. 

Calcutta. 

• Choudhuri, BinayBhusan. (2008). Peasant History of Late Pre-Colonial and 

Colonial India, in Chattopadhya D. P. (ed.) History of Science, Philosophy and 

Culture in Indian Civilisation, vol. 3, Part. 2. (2008). 

• Choudhuri, K. N. (1978). The Trading World of Asia and the English East India 

Company, 1600 – 1760. Cambridge University Press. 

• Dasgupta, Ashin. (2004). India and the Indian Ocean World: Trade and Politics. 

Oxford University Press. 

• Dasgupta, Ranajit. (1992). Economy, Society and Politics in Bengal, 

Jalpaiguri, 1860 – 1947. Oxford University Press. 

• Desai, Megnad. et. al. (ed.). (1984). Agrarian Power and Agricultural 

Productivity in South India. Oxford University Press. 

• Dutt, R. C. (1901). The Economic History of India under Early British Rule, 

1757 – 1837. Government of India Publication. 

• Dutt, R. C. (1901). The Economic History of India in the Victorian Age, 1837 – 

1900. Government of India Publication. 

• Dutta, Rajat Kanta. (2000). Society, Economy and Market: 

Commercialization in Rural Bengal, 1760 - 1800. Manohar. 

• Frykenberg, Robert Eric. (1965). Guntur District, 1748 – 1848: A History of Local 

Influence and Cntral Authority in South India. OxfordUniversity Press. 

• Frykenberg, Robert Eric. (ed.). (1979). Land Control and Social 

Structure in Indian History. Manohar. 

• Gordon, Stewart. (1994). Marathas, Marauders, and State Formation in Eighteenth 

Century India. Oxford University Press. 

• Ghosal, H. R. (1966). Economic Transition in Bengal Presidency,1793 – 1837. 

• Ghosh, Suniti Kumar. (1985). The Indian Big Bourgeoisie. Calcutta. 

41.Guha, Ranajit. (1963). A Rule of Properity of Bengal. 

• Guha, Sumit. (1983). The Agrarian Economy of Bombay Deccan, 1818 – 1941. 

Oxford University Press. Bombay. 

• Gupta,Narayani.(1981).DelhiBetweenTwoEmpires,1803-1931. 

OxfordUniversityPress. 

• Gupta, Ranjan. Economic Life in a Bengal District, Birbhum: 1770 – 1857. 

• Habib, Irfan and Roychoudhuri, Tapan (ed.) (1982). The Cambridge Economic 

History of India, vol. 1, 1200 – 1750. Orient Longman Limited. 

• Habib, Irfan. (2006). Indian Economy; 1858-1914. Tulika.47.Haynes, 

Douglas E. (2012). Small Town Capitalism in Western India. 

CambridgeUniversityPress. 

• Hossain, Hamida. (1988). The Company Weavers of Bengal. Oxford 

University Press. 

• Islam, Sirajul. (1979).Permanent Settlement in Bengal: A Study of Its Operation, 

1793 – 1819. Dacca. 

• Kenneth, Gillion. (1968). Ahmedabad: A Study in Indian Urban History. 

51.Kulke, Hermann. (ed.). (1995). - The State in India, 1000-1700. Oxford 

UniversityPress. 

 

 

Or 
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Special Paper: 

Eighteen Century 

India:Maharashtra and Awadh 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

6. Deepen the study of eighteenth-century India through political, economic, social and cultural 

transformations. 

7. Examine regional state formation, changing political authority and the restructuring of older Mughal 

institutions. 

8. Analyse agrarian relations, trade, commerce and the interaction between Indian states and European 

trading companies. 

9. Study social and cultural life, including communities, religious institutions, art, literature and regional 

traditions. 

10. Develop comparative historical perspectives on continuity, change and regional diversity in 

eighteenth-century India. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

6. Analyse regional political developments and changing structures of authority in eighteenth-century 

India. 

7. Evaluate transformations in agrarian, commercial and economic relations. 

8. Interpret social, religious and cultural evidence from different eighteenth-century regions. 

9. Compare regional experiences of political and economic change. 

10. Assess the historical significance of eighteenth-century transitions for the emergence of new political 

formations. 

Maharashtra and Awadh 

Unit– I 

 Political Condition of Maharashtra at Rajaram’s death – Tarabai and Aurangzeb in War and in diplomacy 

– Impact of Aurangzeb’s War on the Deccan – The Maratha Civil war and the Imperial court politics 

(1700 – 1714) – Maratha Expansion under the Peswas – Philosophy of Hindu-Padapadsahi - Abdali’s 

invasion and the defeat of the Marathas – Third Battle  

of Panipat- the Marathas under Peswa Madhab Rao – First Anglo-Maratha War - Treaty of Salbai – 

Marathas before the Second Anglo-Maratha War 

Unit – II 

Economy of 18th century Maharashtra with special reference to Forts, System of Slavery,  

Land and Land Revenue System, Industrial Organization including various sides of Rural  

Industries, Balutedari System, and Socio-Economic and Cultural life of the people in Eighteenth Century 

Maharashtra 

Unit – III 

Growth of Awadh as a New Subedari – Rule of the Nawabs – Sadat Khan Burhan–ul-Mulk- 

Safdar Jang , His dealings with the native powers-Shuja -ud-Daula’s rise to power and Role in Mughal 

Politics- Awadh’s Relation with the British between 1757-1800- Nature of  

Nawabi Politics  

Unit – IV 

Social Life of Awadh – Economic Conditions with special reference to Land Revenue  

System,Zamindary Settlement, Jagirdari system, Agriculture, Industrial Growth –  

Administrative developments –Cultural Developments 
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Suggested Books 

1. Brij Kishore – Tarabai and Her times  

2. Jadunath Sarkar – History of Aurangzeb  

3. Rajaram V. Nadkarni – Rise and Fall of the Maratha Power  

4. Jadunath Sarkar- History of the Marathas  

5. Grand Duff – History of the Marathas  

6. G.S. Sardesai – New History of the Marathas  

7. K.A. Acharya – Maratha- Rajput Relations from 1720-1795  

8. S.N.Sen – Administrative System of the Marathas  

9. Stuart Gordon – The New Cambridge History of India, the Marathas 1630-1818  

10. Stuart Gordon – Marathas, Marauders and State Formations in 18th Century India  

11. Hiroshi Fukazawa – The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social System and States 16th to 18thCentury  

12. Sardesai – Social Life in Maharastra under the Peswas 

13. TapanRoychoudhuri and Irfan Habib(ed) – Cambridge Economic History of India, Vol-I  

14. C. Bayly - Indian Society and the making of the British Empire, The New Cambridge History of India  

15. G.S Sardesai – New History of the Marathas, Vol-3  

16. G.S Sardesai – Main Currents in Maratha History  

17. MuzaffarAlam - Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and the Punjab 1707-1748 

 

 

 

Or 

Special Paper: 

Sports Colonialism and 

Nationalism in Modern India 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

Course Objectives 
6. Examine major developments in sports history and their relationship with modern institutions and 

society. 

7. Analyse sport in relation to nationalism, colonialism, mass culture, media and public identity. 

 

 

8. Study changing participation and representation in sport with particular attention to gender, class, 

community and region. 

9. Explore institutionalisation, professionalisation and commercialisation of sport in modern contexts. 

10. Develop advanced historical approaches to sporting archives, newspapers, oral histories, images and 

other cultural sources. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

6. Explain major historical processes shaping modern sports institutions and practices. 

7. Analyse the relationship between sport, nationalism, media, commerce and mass culture. 

8. Evaluate issues of gender, class, community and representation in sporting history. 

9. Use diverse primary and secondary sources to investigate a sports-history problem. 

10. Produce a critical, evidence-based historical account of a selected sporting development or institution. 
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Sports, Colonialism and Nationalism 

 

Unit 1: 

 

Sports and the Expansion of Empire 

 

Colonial diffusion of sports 

 

Sports as a tool of cultural dominance 

 

 

Unit 2: 

 

Introduction of Western Sports in Colonial India 

 

Cricket, Football, Hockey and Colonial Society 

 

Clubs, race and class divisions 

 

 

Unit 3: 

 

Sports and National Identity 

 

Anti-colonial nationalism and sports movements 

 

Indigenous games and revival movements 

 

 

Unit 4: 

 

Sports, Community and Identity 

 

Sports and communal identities 

 

Regional sports cultures in India 

 

Constitutional Development and Political Institutions in Modern India 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

Constitutional Development and Political Institutions in Modern India 

 

Course Objectives 
6. Trace constitutional development in India from Company rule to the post-independence 

democratic state. 
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7. Examine major constitutional reforms, representative institutions and political developments 

under colonial rule. 

8. Analyse the making of the Constitution and the evolution of parliamentary democracy, federalism 

and political institutions after independence. 

9. Study constitutional amendments, electoral politics, Centre–State relations, Panchayati Raj and 

institutions such as Parliament, Supreme Court and Election Commission. 

10. Develop a critical understanding of contemporary challenges to Indian constitutionalism, 

democracy and social justice. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Explain the major stages of constitutional development from Company rule to the Republic. 

7. Analyse the relationship between constitutional reforms and the growth of Indian nationalism and 

representative politics. 

8. Evaluate the institutional structure and functioning of the Indian Constitution after independence. 

9. Assess developments in federalism, electoral politics, local self-government and constitutional 

institutions. 

10. Critically discuss contemporary constitutional and democratic challenges using historical 

evidence. 

 

UNIT I: Constitutional Foundations under Company Rule 

• East India Company and British Parliamentary control.  

• Regulating Act, 1773.  

• Pitt’s India Act, 1784.  

• Charter Acts of 1793, 1813, 1833 and 1853.  

• Centralisation and administrative development.  

Core Theme:Company Rule and the beginning of constitutional development. 

UNIT II: Crown Rule and Representative Institutions 

• Government of India Act, 1858 and Queen’s Proclamation.  

• Indian Councils Acts, 1861 and 1892.  

• Local Self-Government: Lord Mayo and Lord Ripon.  

• Indian Councils Act, 1909.  

• Separate electorates and representative politics.  

Core Theme:Colonial administration and the growth of representation. 

UNIT III: Constitutional Reforms and Nationalism 

• Montagu Declaration, 1917.  

• Government of India Act, 1919 and Dyarchy.  

• Simon Commission and Indian response.  

• Nehru Report and Jinnah’s Fourteen Points.  

• Round Table Conferences and Communal Award.  

• Poona Pact, 1932.  

• Government of India Act, 1935 and Provincial Autonomy.  

Core Theme:Constitutional reform, nationalism and the demand for self-government. 

UNIT IV: Independence and Constitution-Making 

• August Offer, 1940.  

• Cripps Mission, 1942.  

• Wavell Plan and Cabinet Mission Plan.  

• Constituent Assembly: formation and major debates.  

• Indian Independence Act, 1947 and Partition.  

• Making of the Constitution.  

• Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and Federalism.  
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• Preamble and salient features of the Constitution.  

Core Theme:From colonial constitutionalism to the Republic. 

UNIT V: Constitutional Democracy in Post-Independent India 

• Constitution and parliamentary democracy after 1950.  

• Reorganisation of States and Indian federalism.  

• Electoral politics and development of political institutions.  

• Centre–State relations and constitutional amendments.  

• Emergency, 1975–77 and constitutional democracy.  

• Panchayati Raj and the 73rd–74th Amendments.  

• Social justice, reservation and affirmative action.  

• Constitutional institutions: Parliament, Supreme Court and Election Commission.  

• Contemporary challenges to Indian constitutionalism and democracy.  

Core Theme:Constitution, democracy and political transformation in post-independent India. 

• Constitutional History of India (1600–1935) – A. B. Keith 

• Landmarks in Indian Constitutional and National Development – Gurmukh Nihal Singh 

• The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation – Granville Austin 

• Working a Democratic Republic: A History of the Indian Experience – Granville Austin 

• India After Gandhi: The History of the World's Largest Democracy – Ramachandra Guha 

• Constitutional Development in India – C. H. Alexandrowicz 

• The Framing of India’s Constitution (Select Documents & Study) – B. Shiva Rao 

 

 

 

Gender Studies and Women’s History in Modern India 

Course Objectives 

6. Introduce concepts of sex, gender, patriarchy and major feminist theories and approaches to women's 

history. 

7. Examine nineteenth-century social reform concerning sati, widow remarriage, women's education and 

caste-based gender inequalities. 

8. Analyse women's participation in Swadeshi, Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, Quit India and 

other nationalist activities. 

9. Study women, law, labour, the state and the gendered impact of Partition and post-independence legal 

reforms. 

 

10. Examine contemporary feminist movements, Dalit feminism, gender and sexuality, LGBTQ+ 

movements, political representation and media. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Distinguish key concepts in gender studies and explain major feminist approaches to history. 

7. Analyse women's experiences and agency in social reform and nationalist movements. 

8. Evaluate the relationship between gender, caste, labour, law, nationalism and the state. 

9. Interpret selected sources such as autobiographies, memoirs, legal records and print culture for 

women's history. 

10. Critically assess contemporary gender politics and feminist movements in historical perspective. 

 

Gender Studies and Women’s History in Modern India 

                                            Full Marks:50 

                                                Credit:4 
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Unit I: Gender – Concepts, Theory and Method 

• Sex and Gender: Conceptual distinctions 

• Patriarchy: Structure and ideology 

• Feminist theories: Liberal, Marxist, Radical, Socialist, Dalit, Postcolonial 

• Feminist historiography in India 

• Sources for Women’s History: autobiographies, memoirs, legal records, print culture 

• Colonial construction of the “Woman Question” 

Unit II: Women and Social Reform in 19th Century India 

• Abolition of Sati (1829) 

• Widow Remarriage debates 

• Women’s education and missionary initiatives 

• Reform initiatives of Raja Rammohan Roy 

• Contribution of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

• Role of Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule 

• Reform and caste-based gender inequalities 

Unit III: Women and Nationalism (1905–1947) 

• Women in the Swadeshi Movement 

• Participation in Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, and Quit India Movements 

• Role of Sarojini Naidu 

• Revolutionary women and militant nationalism 

• Women’s organizations: All India Women’s Conference 

• Gendered imagery in nationalist discourse (Mother India/Bharat Mata) 

• Emergency of Women's Organizations in Colonial India  

• Contribution of women in Ecological Movements 

Unit IV: Women, Law, Labour and the State 

• Age of Consent Act (1891) 

• Child Marriage Restraint Act (1929) 

• Hindu Code Bill debates and role of B. R. Ambedkar 

• Women in industrial, plantation, and agrarian labour 

• Gendered impact of Partition 

• Constitutional provisions and post-independence legal reforms 

• Preventive Acts: Minimum Wage Act-1948, Dowry Prohibition Act-1961, Equal Remuneration Act-

1976, Family Courts Act-1986, Immoral Traffic Prevention Act-1986, PNDT Act-1994,  

Unit V: Contemporary Feminist Movements and Gender Politics 

• Emergence of autonomous women’s movements (1970s onwards) 

• Anti-dowry, anti-rape and Shah Bano debates 

• Dalit feminism  

• Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act-2005, POW, CEDAW  

• The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), The Prohibition of Child Marriage 

Act- 2006  

• Gender, sexuality and LGBTQ+ movements in India 

• Women in Panchayati Raj institutions and parliamentary politics 

• Representation of women in media and popular culture 

 

Important books 

1. Women in Modern India — Geraldine Forbes 

2. Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History — Kumkum Sangari & Sudesh Vaid (eds.) 

3. Women and Social Reform in Modern India: A Reader — Sumit Sarkar & Tanika Sarkar (eds.) 

4. The History of Doing: An Illustrated Account of Movements for Women’s Rights and Feminism in India 

1800–1990 — Radha Kumar 
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5. Gendering Caste: Through a Feminist Lens — Uma Chakravarti 

6. Women Writing in India (Vol. I & II) — Susie Tharu & K. Lalita (eds.) 

i 

8. Women Against Social Evil — Malavika Karlekar 

9. Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India — Nicholas B. Dirks 

10. Annihilation of Caste — B. R. Ambedkar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

6. Introduce the concept, sources and historical development of Bengal's tangible and intangible cultural 

heritage. 

7. Examine ancient heritage sites such as Chandraketugarh, Mahasthangarh and Paharpur and their 

Buddhist, Jain and Brahmanical traditions. 

8. Study medieval heritage including Gaur, Pandua, Adina, Bishnupur, terracotta architecture, 

Vaishnavism, Sufi and syncretic traditions. 

9. Explore colonial and modern heritage, including Kolkata, the Bengal Renaissance, literature, 

Santiniketan and folk traditions. 

10. Analyse heritage, nationalism, Partition, memory, conservation, UNESCO and heritage tourism, 

including Midnapore and Tamluk as freedom-movement heritage sites. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Identify major sites, traditions and forms of tangible and intangible cultural heritage in Bengal.  

7. Interpret archaeological, architectural, literary and folk sources as evidence of Bengal's cultural 

history. 

8. Analyse the historical interaction of religious, regional, colonial and modern cultural traditions. 

9. Evaluate the relationship between heritage, nationalism, Partition, memory and cultural identity. 

10. Develop heritage-sensitive approaches to documentation, conservation, interpretation and responsible 

heritage tourism. 

 

Unit I: Ancient Heritage 

1.1 Concept and sources of cultural heritage 

1.2 Chandraketugarh, Mahasthangarh and Paharpur 

1.3 Buddhist, Jain and Brahmanical traditions 

Unit II: Medieval Heritage 

2.1 Gaur, Pandua and Adina Mosque 

2.2 Bishnupur and terracotta temple architecture 

2.3 Vaishnavism, Sufi and syncretic traditions 

Unit III: Colonial and Modern Heritage 

3.1 Colonial Kolkata: Victoria Memorial, Writers’ Building and St. John’s Church 

Cultural Heritage of Bengal 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 
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3.2 Bengal Renaissance, Bengali literature and Santiniketan 

3.3 Baul, Jatra, Patachitra and folk traditions 

Unit IV: Heritage, Nationalism and Conservation 

4.1 Cultural heritage and nationalism: Swadeshi and freedom movement 

4.2 Partition, memory and cultural identity 

4.3 Heritage conservation, UNESCO and heritage tourism 

4.4 Midnapore and Tamluk as sites of freedom-movement heritage 

Bibliography 

Niharranjan Ray, BangalirItihas: Adi Parba. 

R. C. Majumdar (ed.), History of Bengal. 

Dineshchandra Sen, The Folk Literature of Bengal. 

Sukumar Sen, History of Bengali Literature. 

Richard M. Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier. 

David J. McCutchion, Late Mediaeval Temples of Bengal. 

TapatiGuha-Thakurta, Monuments, Objects, Histories. 

UNESCO, publications on World Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

 

 

 

MOOC/SWAYAM Course 

Full Marks:50  

Credit:4 

 

 

MOOC/SWAYAM Course: 

 

 

Unit I:  

Introduction to Cinema Studies 

Definition and evolution of cinema 

History of world cinema 

Indian cinema: major phases and movements 

Cinema as art, literature, and communication 

Introduction to film appreciation 

Suggested Films 

Pather Panchali 

Bicycle Thieves 

Rashomon 

 

Unit II: 

 Film Language and Techniques 

Narrative structure in cinema 

Mise-en-scène 

Cinematography 

Editing and montage 

Sound, music, and lighting 

Acting and characterization 

Key Thinkers 

Sergei Eisenstein 

André Bazin 
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Satyajit Ray 

 

Unit III:  

Cinema, Society and Culture 

Cinema and ideology 

Gender representation in films 

Caste, class, and identity in Indian cinema 

Political cinema and resistance 

Adaptation: literature to film 

Popular culture and media influence 

Suggested Films 

Meghe Dhaka Tara 

Mother India 

The Great Dictator 

 

Unit IV:  

SWAYAM and Digital Learning in Humanities 

Introduction to SWAYAM and MOOCs 

Digital pedagogy and online education 

Using SWAYAM for interdisciplinary learning 

Film studies courses available on SWAYAM 

E-learning, blended learning, and virtual classrooms 

Academic ethics and digital research methods 

Practical Component 

Students shall complete at least one SWAYAM module/course related to cinema, media, literature, or 

cultural studies and submit a reflective report. 

 

 

 

 

Indian Knowledge System 

Full Marks:25 

Credit:2 

 

 

Indian Knowledge System: 

Course Objectives 

6. Introduce major concepts of Indian knowledge traditions and their relationship with history, culture 

and society. 

7. Examine Indian concepts of Bharatavarsha, time and space, Itihasa, literature, language, script, 

Dharma and Darshana. 

8. Study Indian traditions of art, culture, polity, governance, science, environment, health and 

mathematics. 

9. Explore Indian economic traditions through Kautilya'sArthashastra, land tenure, agriculture, trade and 

related knowledge systems. 

10. Develop an informed and critical appreciation of the diversity, continuity and historical context of 

Indian knowledge traditions. 
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Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 
6. Explain major concepts and sources associated with Indian knowledge traditions. 

7. Interpret selected literary, linguistic, artistic, scientific, environmental and philosophical traditions in 

historical context. 

8. Describe important contributions in ancient Indian mathematics, astronomy, medicine, environmental 

thought and governance. 

9. Analyse the relationship between knowledge systems, society, economy, culture and historical 

change. 

10. Evaluate Indian knowledge traditions critically and contextually rather than treating them as isolated 

or ahistorical claims. 

 

Understanding Indian History and Culture 

Students will acquire knowledge regarding the primitive life and cultural conditions of the people of 

ancient India. They will gain an understanding of the society, culture, religion, and political history of 

ancient India. Students will also develop knowledge of the changing socio-cultural scenarios of India 

through different historical phases. 

Unit I: Concept of India 

5. Concept of Bharatavarsha and its evolution. 

6. Indian concepts of time and space: history and Itihasa; history and myth. 

7. Ancient Indian literature: the Vedas, Vedangas, Upanishads, Epics, Jain and Buddhist literature, 

Smritis, and Puranas. 

8. South Indian literature: Sangam literature and other literary traditions. 

Unit II: Indian Knowledge Tradition, Art, Culture, and Dharma 

9. Evolution of language and script: Brahmi, Kharosthi, Pali, Prakrit, Sanskrit, Tamil, and others. 

10. Salient features of Indian art and culture. 

11. Indian perceptions of Dharma and Darshana; the concept of VasudhaivaKutumbakam. 

12. Polity and governance: Janapada and Gram Swarajya. 

Unit III: Science, Environment, and Medical Science 

13. Science and technology in ancient India: achievements in astronomy, alchemy, and related fields. 

14. Environmental conservation: Indian concepts and the man–nature relationship. 

15. Health and wellness in ancient India: Ayurveda, Yoga, and Naturopathy. 

16. Indian numeral system and mathematics. 

Unit IV: Indian Economic Traditions 

16. Indian economic thought: Kautilya’sArthashastra and its aftermath. 

17. Concepts of land tenure and agriculture. 

18. Trade and commerce. 

Maritime trade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Objectives 

6. Introduce the major phases of Gandhi's life and the historical contexts that shaped his political and 

ethical thought. 

7. Examine Gandhi's ideas of truth, non-violence, swaraj, satyagraha, social reform and constructive 

work. 

8. Analyse Gandhi's interventions in Indian nationalism and major mass movements. 

 

VAE- Mahatma Gandhi Gandhi Life 

and Philosophy 
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9. Study Gandhi's views on religion, caste, untouchability, village society, economy, education and 

communal harmony. 

10. Encourage critical assessment of Gandhi's legacy, including debates and critiques surrounding his 

political and social thought. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

6. Outline major phases and turning points in Gandhi's life and political career. 

7. Explain key concepts such as satyagraha, ahimsa, swaraj and constructive programme. 

8. Analyse Gandhi's role in major phases of the Indian national movement. 

9. Evaluate Gandhi's ideas on social reform, caste, economy, education and communal harmony. 

10. Critically assess Gandhi's historical legacy through multiple perspectives and evidence. 

 

Unit I: Evolution of Gandhian Thought  

Evolution of Gandhian thought based on Indian traditions, including the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, 

Buddhism, Jainism, and Islam; and the influences on Gandhi’s political thought with special reference to 

Tolstoy, Ruskin, Thoreau, Emerson, and Marx. 

Unit II: Ahimsa and Gandhian Political Ideals 

Features of Ahimsa with special reference to Gandhi; the emergence of Gandhi in the Indian political 

scene; Gandhi’s views on the relationship between religion and politics; and his political ideals, including 

democracy, communism, Swaraj, Gram Swaraj, Ram Rajya, and Satyagraha. 

Unit III: Gandhian Economic Thought 

Background and evolution of Gandhian economic thought; Gandhi’s views on Western industrial 

civilization; principles underlying the Gandhian plan, including labour-capital relations, ownership of 

property, and trusteeship; village self-sufficiency; the Gandhian concept of rural reconstruction; and the 

importance of Gandhian economic thought. 

 

 

Unit IV: Gandhian Social Thought and Contemporary Relevance 

Salient features of Gandhi’s social thought; Gandhi’s work for Harijans and Girijans; communal 

harmony; national integration; social justice; social reconstruction; and the relevance of Gandhian social 

thought and Gandhian philosophy in the contemporary world. 

Selected Readings 

8. Gandhi, M. K. Hind Swaraj. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1938. 

9. Gandhi, M. K. Satyagraha in South Africa. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1928. 

10. Gandhi, M. K. In Search of the Supreme (Vol. III). Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1940. 

11. Gandhi, M. K. Sarvodaya. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1957. 

12. Gandhi, M. K. An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 

1957. 

13. Bose, N. K. (ed.). Selections from Gandhi. Navjivan, Ahmedabad, 1957. 

14. Iyer, Raghavan (ed.). The Moral and Political Writings of Mahatma Gandhi (Vols. I, II, III). 

Clarendon Press, Oxford. 

 

                                                     SEMESTER- 2 

 

Sem Topic Marks 

II 

Community Engagement 25 

Research thesis and dissertation 

 

250 

 275 
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Structure 3 (Level 6.5): Research 

 

Sem Topic Marks 

I 

VAC: Indian Knowledge System 25 

Research thesis and dissertation 

 

250 

Mahatma Gandhi : Life and 

Philosophy 

 

 275 

Sem Topic Marks 

II 

Community Engagement 25 

Research thesis and dissertation 

 

250 

 275 
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